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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


HONG KONG PAPER COMMENTS ON U.S. NATIONAL DEFENSE 
HK231136 Hong Kong TA KUNG PAO in Chinese 23 Jan §) p 2 HK 


("Political Talk" column by Shih Chun-yu: "Carter Changes His Course and 
Rallies U.S. National Defense"] 


[Text] The State of the Union Message Emphasizes Soviet Threats 


Carter's State of the Union message has been published. It is an exposition 
which the J.S. President submits to congress at the beginning of each year 
on domestic and external policies for that year and is also a blueprint 

for diplomatic policies. This message contains 75 pages. 


When this year began, the Soviet Union had invaded Afghanistan and shocked 
the world. Carter said in the State of the Union message: ‘We are facing 
the most serious challenge in U.S. history. Soviet aggression in Afghanistan 
has threat. ned world peace, East-West relations, regional stability and 
petroleum sources.” 


Carter has decided to change his course and to strengthen national defense. 
Meanwhile, he has decided to help the Middle East, the Persian Gulf and 
countries in Asia bring about regional cooperation to deal with the Soviet 
Union. This is a major change in the United States since the end of the 
Vietnam War. Since 1970, the Soviet military budget has exceeded that of 
the United States. Last year, it was 50 percent more than that cf the 
United States. The Soviet military forces have also quickly expanded. 


The Kremlin Schemes To Wage a Nuclear Blitz Attack 


On the one hand, the Soviet Univ... has used the three talismans, SALT, dis- 
armament and d:-tente, to gain fame by deceiving the public; on the other, 
it has vigorously embarked on arms expansion and war preparations to gain 
the upper hand. While the Soviet Union was babbling "detente cannot be 
reversed," it vigorously built civilian nuclear defense projects to prepare 
for a nuclear war. A dangerous idea in the Kremlin has gained ground. The 
Kremlin believes tha. a preemptive supreme nuclear attack will be beneficial 
to the Soviet Union. It plans to launch a surprise blitz nuclear attack 

in the middle of the 1980's so that it can smash 90 percent of the 1,000 
minuteman missiles in the continental United States in one fell swoop and 
paralize U.S. nuclear strength. Even if the United States retaliates with 
a nuclear attack, the Soviet Union can be sure of su cess. 
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The Kremlin believes that by the beginning of the 1980's the Soviet Union 
will have gained strategic superiority, will be able to carry out large-scale 
naval and air transport and will ‘iave gained superiority in conventional 
military and naval strength in Europe. With its powerful armed forces as 

a backup, the Soviet Union will oppress the United States politically, create 
pro-Soviet puppets in every important strategic region including West Europe 
and unscrupulously carry out political blackmail. This has been the Soviet 
method in recent years. 


{HK231138] Oil-Producing Countries Like Saudi Arabia Are Threatened 


The Soviet Union used Cuban soldiers to invade Africa and the United States 
did not take any action. This made the Soviet Union more reckless. 
Subsequently, the Soviet Union instigated Vietnam to invade Kampuchea and 
threaten Southeast Asia and the West did not respond. As a result, Soviet 
troops threw away their disguise and launched a large-scale attack against 
Afghanistan. This has brought about a serious situation which obviously 
threatens Pakistan and Iran. 


In the Red Sea, more Soviet and Cuban advisers have recently been stationed 
in South Yemen. Aden has become a new Soviet naval base and Saudi Arabia, 
Oman and the United Arab Emirates are facing threats. These three oil- 
producing countries cannot resist Soviet and Cuban armed aggression. 


Soviet troops in Afghanistan have approached eastern Iran, causing a 
dangerous situation of outflanking Iran in the east. 


In the Balkans, the Soviet Union has been eyeing Yugoslavia covetously and has 
taken the opportunity of Tito's illness to attempt to exploit the situation. 
Yugoslavia has, therefore, been on the alert. 


Carter's message emphasized the strengthening of military strength in four 
areas, namely: strengthening nuclear weapons, and NATO, organizing emergency 
troops and maintaining naval superiority. This is to regain the military 
superiority which the United States lost in the 1970's. 


Strengthening Armaments and U.S.-Sino Relations 


Checking the Soviet ambition to annex the world brooks no delay but also 
requires the united strength of all countries. In this respect, China 
occupies a decisive position. In upholding world peace and opposing 
hegemony, China and the United States share common interests. Carter's 
State of the Union message emphasizes the importance of U.S.-Sino Relations. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SEYCHELLES PRESIDENT COMMENTS ON NONALIN"SD POLICY 
0OW101333 Beijing XINHUA in English 1234 GMT 10 Jan 80 OW 


[Text] Beijing, January 10 (XINHUA)--President France Albert Rene of 
Seychelles declared on January 8 that his country's stand on international 
matters “is, in essence, that of non-alignment," according to a report 
from Victoria, capital of the country. 


Expounding Seychelles’ foreign policy at the opening of a seminar by 
Seychelles’ diplomatic missions, the president said, "We do not subscribe 
to the philosophy that states should inevitably adhere or owe allegiance 
to any of the world powers." 


"We believe in the establishment of a new international economic order which 
will ensure a more equitable distribution of global wealth,” he added. 


"We also consider," he said, “that all sovereign states, no matter what their 
size or strategic location, should be free to determine the course of their 
development and that larger countries which attempt to impose their will on 
smaller or less powerful states through armed intervention or other indirect 
methods of destabilization deserve the contempt due to the proverbial 
schoolboy ‘bully.'" 


"Likewise," he stressed, “as a nation, we do not accept the concept that 
those who give aid can call the tunes of the recipient states." 


He called for a new world economic order based on sartnership and cooperation 
between deveioped and developing countries. 


Seychelles is a country in the Indian Ocean. It is formed by 92 islands 
with a total area of 444 square kilometres. Victoria, its capital, is 
strategically located on a sea route. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ROMANIAN UNITY FRONT CONGRESS CONCLUDES 18 JANUARY 
QW191224 Beijing XINHUA in English 1214 GMT 19 Jan 80 OW 


[Text] Bucharest, January 18 (XINHUA)--The second congress of the Romanian 


Socialist Democracy and Unity Front came to a close today. Nicolae Ceausescu 


was reelected chairman of the front. 


The congress approved the report on the work of the front since the first 
congress, the programme for arranging and holding general elections of 
deputies and the manifesto of the front for the election campaign. 


Based on a proposal of President N. Ceausescu, the front of the socialist 
unity has been renamed as "The Socialist Democracy and Unity Front.” 


The newly-elected 209-member Central Committee of the front held its first 
plenary session today. At the session, N. Ceausescu was unanimously 
reelected as chairman of the front, Tamara Dobrin, as executive chairman 
and Stefan Voitec, first vice-chairman of the 19-member executive bureau 
of the National Council of the Front. 


At present, some 2,500,000 people of all social categories, of whom over 
half are women, have been enlisted as individual members in the over 
32,000 organizations of the front. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


"RENMIN RIBAO' ON YUGOSLAV COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION 
HK221220 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 17 Jan 80 p 7 HK 


[Letter from Yugoslavia by RENMIN RIBAO reporter Huang bingjun [7806 3521 6874]: 
“How Do the Basic Organizations of the Yugoslav LCY Carry Out Their 
Activities?"] 


[Text] Editor's Note: How do the basic organizations of the League of 
Communists of Yugoslavia carry out their activities under the system of 
socialist self-government practiced throughout the country? Our reporter in 
Belgrade interviewed the basic party organizations at a Belgrade plant on this 
interesting questic,, and made the following report [end Editor's Note] 


The Yiwo Luola Libaer [0122 3087 3157 2139 6849 1572 1422] machine tool 
plant, named after an antifascist combat hero of “ oslavia, was built in 
the record time of 7 months by more than 15,000 Si Vian and Croatian youths 
in 1947. In the past 30 years, its products have equipped many factories 
in the country and found markets in more than 30 countries. The reason for 
this plant's fame throughout the country is because it was one of the 
earliest to set up a workers’ council and has provided valuable experience 
for the development of the system of socialist self-government. 


Both in the development of the system of self-government and the unremitting 
growth of production, the party organizations and the more than 800 party 
members of this plant have brought their proper role into play. At present, 
this plant has seven joint labor organizations and labor communities, or 
four production branches, a technical service section (supplying water, heat 
and power to the whole plant and in charge of machine maintenance), a special 
service section (including financial, supply and marketing and cadre depart- 
ments) and a social welfare section (mainly for the mess hall). All the 
plant workers received a free hot meal daily. In these cooperative labor 
basic units, the workers carry out production and other social activities, 
practice social and economic rights as well a: other rights provided by the 
self-government system. They also decide on matters related to their social 
and economic position. The basic organizations of the party are built upon 
these basic units. In this way the plant has a total of seven LCY organiza- 
tions. 














The Seven Basic Party Organizations Belong Directly Under the Regional Party 
Committee and the Seven Sccretaries Chose One Among Themselves To Convene 
Meetings and Coordinate Action 


We noticed that there is no plant party committee as such and the seven 
basic party organizations are all directly under the leadership of the 
regional pzr«« committee. According to our Yugoslav friends, there used 

to be a plau:--.evel party organization called an assembly in the plant 

but it did not have a secretary. However, practice has proved that not all 
tactory-level secretaries transmitted instructions from the regional party 
committee. Things reported to the regional party committee had not been 
discussed with the basic organizations beforehand and consequently their 
views were not represented. As a result, the activities of the basic party 
organizations were restricted and had no role to play. This did not suit 

the system of self-government in Yugoslavia. Because of this, plant 
assemblies were aboi..t«¢ more than a year ago and the activities of basic 
party organizations we strengthened so that they could really become the 
basic organizational fi. for party members to carry out ideological and 
political activities ana the {asic organizational form for the LCY to maintain 
direct ties with the wor:ci* and masses. When problems arise the seven basic 
party organizations of this plant each select a representative to form a pro- 
visional action assembly. One of the seven secretaries is chosen to act as 
the coordinating secretary. The function of the coordinating secretary is 
merely to reflect the situation at the lower level to the ijigher level and 
transmit instructions from the higher level to the lower level, convene 
meetings and coordinate action. His term of office remains effective until 
the convocation of the next action assembly. According to our understanding, 
factories in Yugoslavia also use the system of rotating basic organization 
secretaries. 


Although these basic party organizations come under the direct leadership of 
the regional party committee, they all place very strong emphasis on 
implementing the principle of democracy and consultation in their activities. 
For example, the election of secretaries, deputy secretaries and committee 
members of the basic party organizations must be based on ample consultations 
among the entire body of party members before the list of candidates is pre- 
pared and submitted to the regional party committee for examination. If the 
regional plant committee wants to change the namelist,it must provide adequate 
reasons and refer the matter back to the basic party organization for further 
discussions. If the basic party organization does not agree, it can still 
ask the regional party committee to restudy the matter until unanimity is 
reached before the list is sent to the party assembly for evproval. 


[HK221228] Secretaries of Basic Party Organizations Are All Ordinary 
Workers Engaged in Production; Income Is Based Entirely on Work 


The secretaries of the basic party organizations are all ordinary workers 

and staff engaged in production. In the machine tool branch we ran into an 
old worker who was the previous chairman of the plant's workers’ council and a 
candidate for the post of secretary of the branch party organization. He 

told us that in spite of the fact that he was chairman of the workers’ council 
or might be secretary of the party organization, he is still engaged in 
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production. His personal income is based entirely on his work in the machine 
tool branch. Social work is carried out each day after work, and it is all 
voluntary and without any privileges. Although this may be a bit 4ifficult, 
it is necessary if the workers are to master their own destiny. 


Most «of the problems, handled by the basic party organizations are related 
to the conditions of production and the workers’ livelihood in the basic 
cooperative labor organizations. The party organizations mobilize the party 
members to play and exemplary pace-setting role in labor and to strive to 
be production experts. They call upon the party members, and in particular 
the party members working in workers’ councils, trade unions and the youth 
league, to take an active part in the discussions of problems of immediate 
and vital interest to the workers and to actively explain to them the 
party's policies and plans. Basic party organizations cannot issue orders 
to workers’ councils, social and political organizations and managers, and 
can only bring their role into play and implement the line of the party 
through the activities of the party members. This imposes an even higher 
demand on the party members. This is also of particular importance to 

the political education of party me abers. 


Strengthen the Construction of Basic Organizations and the Political 
Education of Party Members 


Since the 10th LCY Party Congress in 1974 placed the emphasis on the educe n 
of party members Yugoslavia's party education system has become more expand 
and complete. The Tito political school of the whole country. The various 
republics, autonomous provinces and regions all have their own party political 
schools. This machine tool plant holds two terms of political evening school 
a year, and each term 20 to 40 students are selected and sent by various 

basic party organizations. The program of instruction is standardized by the 
party and consists of a total of 80 hours of study over a period of 6 months. 
The courses include fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism, the Yugoslav Socialist 
Revolution, cooperative labor and the nonalined movement. 


From the activities of this plant's basic party organizations we can see 
that the LCY in recent years has succeeded in strengthening the construction 
of its basic organizations and the education of its -arty members. Through 
this work the LCY has continued to improve the understanding of its party 
members regarding self-government in order to guarantee that the political 
system of socialist self-government and democracy can better bring its role 
into play. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFALRS 


CHINESE STUDY MONGOLIAN LANGUAGE, HISTORY 
OW200749 Beijing XINHUA in Engiish 0706 GMT 20 Jan 80 OW 


{lext] Hohhot, January 20 (XINHUA)--A collection of articles on Mongolian 
history edited by the Chinese society of Mongolian history has gone to press. 


The 52 papers include such subjects as the origin of the Mongolian and other 
nationalities in northern China, the Mongolian slave system, description and 
analysis of important historical events, major tribes, noted historical 
personalities, geographical features, religion and questions in Mongolian 
history during the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368). 


At present, scholars in nearly 100 countries of the world are engaged in 
studies of Mongolian history or "Mongolology." With three million Mongolians 
or the majority of the Mongolian nationality living in this country, China 
attaches great importance to the study of Mongolian history and culture. 


In the 1940's, at the revolutionary base in Yan'an, an exhibition on 
Mongolian culture was held and a pamphlet entitled "Question of the Mongolian 
Nationality" was compiled. 


After the founding of the People's Republic, institutes of Mongolian history, 
language and literature were established in the Inner Mongolian Autonomous 
Region. In some universities and colleges, departments of Mongolian language 
and history were set up to train teaching staff and research personnel in 
this field. 


The formation of the Chinese society of Mongolian history last August has 
promoted research work in this field. At its recant council meeting, the 
society decided to hold its annual conference and symposium in the second 
half of the year and plans were made to compile a "general history of the 
Mongolian nationality." 


The Inner Mongolian University and the Inner Mongolian Teachers' College 
have decided to enroll more students of Mongolian history, beginning in the 
coming academic year. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


FREEDOM MUST BE TEMPERED BY DISCIPLINE 
Tianjin TIANJIN RIBAO in Chinese 18 Dec 79 p 3 


[Article by Jing Fan (2417 0416): “Authority, Obedience and ‘Absolute 
Freedom'"'] 


[Text] Speaking of authority, at present there seems to be a problem of 
policy implementation. Because the "gang of four" ran amok for a time, 
inciting anarchism, authority was discredited. "Party tyrants," "scholar 
tyrants," and “reactionary bourgeois academic authorities" were completely 
Swept away or were so criticized that the bottom fell out from underneath 
them. Sometimes the word "authority" became taboo, and it was possible to 
speak of "constantly bearing in mind the word ‘authority'" so that even 
touching lightly upon the word caused palpitations. 


Actually, authority is necessary for any society. If a society doesn't 
have it, then the society must create it. In the Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion, while Lin Biao and the "gang of four" criticized other people for 
being reactionary authorities, they certainly did their utmost to establish 
their own authority. Isn't the farce of their "big establishment of 
authority" still fresh in people's memories? In a modern civilized society 
especially, the absence of authority is unimaginable. Whoever thinks of 
abolishing authority is thinking of abolishing himself. This is not some- 
thing sensational, because the dialectical method of life is like this. 
Lenin put it well: "In order for the working class to wage an arduous, 
indomitable struggle for its complete liberation throughout the world, it 
needs authority.” 


Where there is authority there is obedience. Ome aspect is that those in 
authority issue orders, and the other apsect is that the majority of people 
obey these orders. This is precisely what Engels pointed out: "To most 
clearly explain the necessity for authority, and also the necessity for it 
to be most arbitrary, we should consider a ship sailing on the vast ocean. 
There, at a moment of danger, if everybody's life is to be saved, everybody 
must immediately and absolutely obey the will of one person." 


One the subject of obedience is raised, anarchists may jump up at any 
moment. In those years, Bakunin was like that. Once, when he was flus- 
tered and exasperated, he incited the masses "to declare a merciless war on 














all rule, governmental supervision, leadership and authority," demanding 
that every member of society have "absolute freedom." What was the result? 
This Bakunin, who was utterly ignorant of theory and yet considered himself 
capable of carrying out a plot, in one decisive struggle was kiiled by a 
bullet and went to heaven to enjoy his “absolute freedom." 


Where in the world are absolute things? No matter what thing it is, it has 
conditions and these conditions interact and form a unity of the absolute 

and the relative. You may want pure gold but no gold is pure; you may want 
a perfect man but no man is perfect. In human society, freedom must suffer 
from various kinds of conditions and restrictions, so where is this absolute 
freedom? We can say that this is the commonsense of Marxism. However, some 
people do not look at it this way. They always think that if one wants 

freedom there cannot be any talk about discipline, if one wants democracy 
there cannot be any talk about centralism, and if one wants personal ease of 


mind there cannot be any talk about a unified will. In their view, obedience 


to authority is unnecessary. If I think of something to say then I say it; 
if I think of something to do then I do it. No matter what, it is still 
called freedom. This way of thinking is incorrect. Just think, when you 
say "I want absolute freedom," if you with this "absolute freedom" smash to 
pieces your family's iron cooking pot and rice bowl, do you still have 
"absolute freedom" to eat? The language is crude but the reasoning is not. 
Some persons, without the slightest restraint on doing as they please, have 
assaulted organizations, gathered a crowd to make trouble, staged sit-down 
demonstrations, and held rallies and parades that have already disrupted 
order in production, work, society and life, have already obstructed other 
people's freedom. Is this way of doing things correct? Obviously not. 


Freedom must take into account discipline. They comprise a unity of two 
contradictory aspects. The two aspects are contradictory and yet united. 
We should not one-sidedly advocate one aspect and negate the other aspect. 
We cannot do without freedom, but we also cannot do without discipline. 
While we are enjoying widespread democracy and freedom, we must also 
restrain ourselves with socialist discipline. These principles are per- 
fectly clear. 

We should draw a clear demarcation line around "absolute freedom," con- 
sciously defend the party and the state, unite as one, and with one heart 
and one mind carry out the four modernizations. In this lie the hope of 
our country and the interests of the broad masses of people. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HONG KONG JOURNAL CARRIES WANG DONGXING SPEECH 
HK221440 Hong Kong CHANWANG in Chinese No 431, 16 Jan 80 p 29 HK 


{Unofficial document circulated in China: "Wang Dongxing 19 September 1979 
Speech at the Politburo"] 





[Text] In January 1977, during the anniversaries of Premier Zhou's death 
and the "5 April’ revolutionary movement, there was a strong demand among 
the people in Beijing and many parts of the country for redressing the case 
of Comrade Deng Xiaoping who had been vilified and oppressed by the "gang 
of four." It was demanded that the prestige and position of Comrade 

Deng Xiaoping be restored and the "5 April incident" be redressed. I took 
the lead to propose that since the nature of these two cases was determined 
by Chairman Mao, there should not be any alternation in order to defend 

his prestige. This obstructed the redressing of these two unjust and wrongly 
charged cases. Later, due to the insistence of the majority of comrades 
for upholding justice, I reluctantly agreed to the come back of Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping. However, in exchange, I still insisted that such a move 
should not infringe on the "7 April resolution" given by Chairman Mao and 
that there should be no extensive publicity. Furthermore, I was still 
strongly opposed to the "Tiananmen incident." I succeeded in canvassing 
several comrades to deliver in party meetings the nonsense that if these 
cases were redressed, it would mean that the "7 April resolution" was 
erroneous. This, it was argued, would rock the position of Comrade Hua 
Guofeng, hamper unity and stability and, most important of all, discredit 
Chairman Mao. The masses of people were deeply worried when they saw that 
the most unjust case in the world had not been redressed. Their hearts 
were still fluttering with fear and they adopted a wait and see attitude. 
This seriously affected the purge of the "gang of four" and brought 
unnecessary losses. 


It is absolutely vital to summarize the experiences and lessons of economic 
construction at the present process of construction of the "four moderniza- 
tions." However, at the brief informal meeting of the Politburo, I once 
again stressed that “whatever decisions Chairman Mao made must be per- 
sistently supported; whatever directives Chairman Mao issued must be 
unswervingly adhered to." Such viewpoints were also given publicity in 

the mass media. My unscientific viewpoints fettered the thoughts of the 
people and obstructed the development of the "four modernizations." 


il 








Last May, when Comrade Hu Fuming [4762 3126 6702) published his article 
entitled "Practice Is the Sole Criterion for Testing Truth" in RENMIN RIBAO 
and GUANGMING RIBAO, I was very disturbed. After confiding with several 
comrades of the Politburo, we reached the conclusion that the article's 
criticism of Mao Zedong Thought as "fetters" and "forbidden zones" were 
theoretically absurd, ideologically reactionary and politically anti- 
revolutionary. I ordered comrades Zhang Pinghua [1123 1040 2421] and 

Li Xin [4040 8011], who were responsible for propaganda work, to suppress 
RENMIN RIBAO, GUANGMING RIBAO and JIEFANGJUN BAO from publishing these kinds 
of articles. I also organized a few people to write articles countering 

such a trend and had these articles published in the party journals. Such 
articles truculently and flagrantly said that "if practice is the sole 
criterion for testing truth, then is the existing line of the 1lth Party 
Congress the truth? Should we wait until the realization of the four 
modernizations to determine whether it is the truth?" Such propositions were 
actually "agnosticism." In addition, I also said many evil things about 

the line of the "llth Party Congress." A debate over "the criterion of truth" 
thus ensued. 


At the beginning of last June, Comrade Deng Xiaoping delivered a speech at 
the conference on political work of the military forces in support of the 
viewpoint that "practice is the sole criterion for testing truth." Such 
comment struck home the current defects. I resisted the objective criticisms 
of Comrade Deng Xiaoping and persisted in the erroneous viewpoints of 
"whateverism." The ensuing debate developed vigorously. The editorial 
boards of RENMIN RIBAO, JIEFANGJUN BAO and GUANGMING RIBAO asked for articles 
from responsible comrades who were participating in the propaganda organs' 
opposition to the "whatever" viewpoints. I told these comrades: "Let's 
wait and see who will be sorry later. Let them play it alone." I hinted 
that they should not write any articles. Meanwhile, I used HONGQI, which was 
under my control to boycott articles discussing the "criterion of truth." 

I prevented the journal from taking any stand to create the illusion that 

the discussion on "the criterion of truth" was a purely academic discussion. 
At the beginning of September, I withheld the resuming issue of ZHOUGGUO 
QINGLIAN on the pretext that it was not beneficial to stability and unity. 
Consequently, Comrade Hua Guofeng arranged a meeting with me and pointed 

out that I was hampering stability and unity. 


[HK221444] The work conference of the party Central Committee and the 3d 
plenum of the lith CCP Central Committee held last year affirmed the 
correctness of the discussion on "practice being sole criterion for testing 
truth." The comrades sternly, conscientiously and patiently criticized 
and educated me on my mistakes. However, I was still unable to change 

my feelings and thoughts. Some comrades demanded that I be suspended 
pending examination. Since I was no longer suited for my jobs and in view 
of my mistakes, such a move was justified. The viewpoint advocated by 
Comrade Hua Guofeng that "we should solve problems as well as stabilize 
the situation" was accepted by most comrades. Comrade Deng Xiaoping also 
said that "some comrades made mistakes not because they were not good 
comrades, but because of historical conditions," the party still trusted 
me and was waiting for me to correct my mistakes and work hard. 


12 














In April this year, the party Central Committee held a work conference to 
evaluate the problem of unbalances in the national economy. I took 
advantage of the temporary defects in party work and drew in certain comrades 
who still cherish a pure admiration of Chairman Mao to oppose the spirit 

of the third plenum. I put forward the nonsense that the third plenum was 

a meeting to turn to the right and questioned whether we were taking the 
socialist road of the capitalist road. I also tried to blame the 

individual cases of antiparty and antisocialist activities on the resolu- 
tions of the third plenum. I hoped that this would reverse the plenum's 
criticism of me and redirect the spearhead of criticism to Comrade Deng Xiaoping. 
In the past few months, I have distorted the spirit of the party's "four 
basic principles,” and continued to suppress other people and obstinately 
held on to my erroneous stand. 


Recently, the Politburo held a special conference. The party once again 
directed patient criticism and education on my mistakes. This has succeeded 
in saving me and I was deeply touched. I have truly realized that my concepts 
and position were erroneous. I worked under Chairman Mao for 40 years and 
cherished a deep proletarian sentiment for him. However, in my attitude 
towards Chairman Mao, I actually perpetuated the feudalism and idealism of 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four." I still cherished the metaphysical and 
reactionary theories such as "blind worship," “every sentence is truth" and 
“one sentence can stand for 10,000" which are actually against Marxism and 
Mao Zedong Thought. 


At the final moments of his life, Comrade Mao Zedong once said: "Human beings 
are afterall mortals; they are not gods. They cannot avoid making mistakes. 
Lin Biao defied me. How vicious his intentions were." Comrade Mao Zedong 
said that a practical and realistic attitude was scientific and constituted 

a basic principle of Marxism-Leninism. I did not have a thorough understanding 
of Comrade Mao Zedong's teaching in this respect. I replace the party spirit 
with my personal sentiment and did not take the study of Marxism-Leninism, 

Mao Zedong Thought seriously. As a result, I made mistakes. I have let down 
the party, Chairman Mao and the people. In retrospect, I feel very sorry. 

I take this opportunity to express my greatest apologies to Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping and other comrades whom I have attacked. The mistakes I have made 
are serious. Therefore, I ask the party to discipline me and arrange an 
opportunity for me to study. I am willing to start anew and with one heart 
and mind with the party and the people to contribute to the construction of 
the four modernizations. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BRIEFS 


GUIZHOU STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING--The Standing Committee of the Fifth 
Guizhou Provincial People's Congress held its first meeting on 20 January. 
Xu Jiansheng, chairman of the committee, presided and spoke. The meeting 
studied the PRC organic law on local people's congresses and people's 
governments and discussed the tasks and duties of the provincial people's 
congress Standing Committee. The meeting decided to appoint Ye Gulin 
secretary general of the Standing Committee. [HK240226 Guiyang Guizhou 
Provincial Service in Mandarin 2313 GMT 23 Jan 80 HK] 


SHANDONG STUDY FORUM--The Shandong Provincial Nationalities Affairs Commission 
and the nationalities affairs group of the provincial CPPCC Conmittee held a 
forum on 11 January to study Comrade Zhou Enlai's speech on nationality 
policy given in 1957 at a nationalities work forum held in Qingdao Munici- 
pality. Attending the forum were representatives of minority nationalities, 
members of the Shandong provincial and the Jinan Municipal People's Congress, 
the provincial CPPCC committee, members of the Provincial Nationalities 
Affairs Commission currently in Jinan, and representatives of minority 
nationalities from all walks of life, a total of more than 50 people. 
Comrade (Jin Baozhen), deputy director of the United Front Work Department 

of the Shandong Provincial CCP Committee and chairman of the provincial 
nationalities affairs commission, spoke at the forum. [SK190244 Jinan 
Shandong Provincial Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 12 Jan 80 SK] 


SHANDONG AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY CONFERENCE=-The Shandong Provincial Agricul- 
tural Machinery Bureau recently held a provincial work conference on agricul- 
tural machinery in Jinan Municipality. The conference studied the measures 
for agricultural mechanization to be taken in 1980. It called for attention 
to strengthening the management of agricultural machinery, doing good 
maintenance work and training agricultural machinery operators. [SK190244 
Jinan Shandong Provincial Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 17 Jan 80 SK] 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


HONG KONG JOURNAL ON PLA ROLE IN POLITICS 





HK211420 Hong Kong KUANG CHIAO CHING in Chinese No 88, 16 Jan 80 pp 18-19 HK 


[Article by Ma Chun [7456 5028]: "The Army's Ideology Once Again Influences 
the Political Situation in China?"] 


[Text] The waves of calls for “supporting the army and cherishing the people" 
were at an extraordinary hightide in Beijing recently. On the eve of the 
new year, Hua Guofeng visited the Beijing Garrison Command and met with the 
commander and fighters, stressed the importance of the unity between the 
army and the government and between the army and the people and demanded 
that the army defend social security. It has been a traditional practice 

in China to issue calls for "supporting the army and cherishing the people” 
during the spring festival. However, the present call shows that once again 
the army is intervening in the affairs of the localities. If this judgment 
is correct, this intervention reflects some tortuous changes in the political 
situations in China. 


An Antiarmy Undercurrent 


An antiarmy undercurrent began to emerge at the end of last summer and in 
early autumn. 


The posters on Xidan Wall were then at their climax. A number of wall- 
posters focused on the "four principles" and later they gradually focused 
their attention to redressing wrong verdicts. With an increasing number 

of appeals for redressing wrong verdicts, the discussions on sharp political 
questions began to subside. The climax of appeals for democracy and redress- 
ing wrong verdicts was followed by a new problem of demanding the return of 
civilian premises occupied by the army. 


In July 1979, RENMIN RIBAO carried an article about Yu Xifeng [0061 6007 1496] 
of the North Sea Fleet who occupied a house of an overseas Chinese. Yu Xifeng 
is the fleet's political commissar and he occupied the house in 1971. In 
1976, the owner demanded the return of his house. During the years that 
followed the owner tried to secure the return of his house through the office 
of overseas Chinese affairs in Qingdao Municipality and the United Front 
Department of the Shandong Provincial Party Committee. These organizations 
urged Yu Xifeng to return the house but to no avail. The house was finally 
returned to the owner only after the State Council intervened and related 

the case to the Naval Department. RENMIN RIBAO later carried a number of 
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articles about similar cases. These articles did not seem to attract public 
attention. What did draw public attention was the newspaper's editor's note 
on these cases, which was influential in solving the problem. 


This problem would not have been seen as an undercurrent of contradiction if 
they had been individual cases and had been solved by regulations. However, 
the problem led to students’ demonstrations demanding the return of campus 
buildings that were occupied by the army. The demonstrations later spread 
from Beijing to other parts of the country. 


The demonstrations originated in the Chinese People's College, which was 
occupied by the second artillery headquarters during the Cultural Revolution 
when the college was ordered to close. The college was later ordered to 
reopen and it demanded that the second artillery headquarters move out. The 
army refused to move because it had built underground military installutions 
on the campus. The army even defied the orders from the military commission 
of the CCP Central Committee and the State Council. This led to demonstra- 
tions by the students of the college on 10 October. These demonstrations 
caused a chain reaction. Similar demonstrations occurred in a number of 
provinces and municipalities, including those staged by the students of the 
machinery college in Guangzhou. These events will spread even wider if the 
departmen~s concerned do not take proper measures. 


By the end of October, Deng Xiaoping made it clear that investigations must 
be carried out on the background of the students’ demonstrations at the 
Chinese People's College. It shows that the Chinese Communist Party does 
not want to see "the army being disturbed" again. 


The Army Intervenes Again in Localities 


The opposition between the army and the people began during the Cultural 
Revolution when the army carried out the task of “three supports and two 
militaries." All army units then intervened in the affairs of the localities. 
Putting themselves above the party and the government, these units became 
the highest authorities to decide all wrongs and rights and intervene in 
political affairs. They even sent a soldier to support the left and control 
a college staffed by hundreds of senior intellectuals. Some military 
personnel that were supporting the left were insufferably arrogant. The 
occupations of civilian houses and campus buildings began during this period 
and was followed by forcible social order. This article does not intend 

to evaluate the army's activities in supporting the left. The problem is 
that while various activities carried out during the Cultural Revolution 

are gradually being reversed, the army's "support of the left" is being 
praised. The RENMIN RIBAO 23 December 1979 editorial said: "During the 
critical situation, the party Central Committee, Chairman Mao and Premier 
Zhou decided to have the PLA carry out the ‘three supports and two militaries’ 
tasks, which played an important role in stabilizing the situation and in 
which achievements were the principal aspect. The overwhelming majority 

of comrades who took part in the ‘three supports and two militaries’ were 
good and comparatively good." [HK211427] Ironically, this view greatly 
differs from the "notice" issued by the PLA General Political Department 
during the spring festival in 1979. The notice demanded that all army 

units properly solve the problems left over by the “three supports and two 
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militaries” and pointed out that severe punishment would be given to those 
who caused popular indignation. Why has the present view changed so much? 
No doubt, this change is based on a profound political situation. It 
reflects the army's increased political influence. At least it is a 
criticism of the above-mentioned antiarmy undercurrent, an open view tha“ 
the army should again intervene to a certain extent in the affairs of th 
localities. 


It is apparent that the army, which once closed itself off to society and 
was engrossed in military training, has now begun to turn its sight to 
society. It has helped the localities consolidate security and is playing 
its role as a work team. 


The conference on national security which was convened last November, was 
attended by leading members concerned of the area and garrison commands. 
The conference demanded that “the army rehabilitate and display the good 
tradition of unity between the army and the people and help the localities 
consolidate social order.” This was followed by a report issued by XINHUA 
about the formations of army-civilian joint defenses in Beijing and Shanghai 
to help crack criminal cases and patrol the streets.... 


The PLA general staff headquarters, general political department and general 
logistics department issued a joint communique last September, calling on 
all army units to take part in and support modernization construction in 

the localities. It called on the army units stationed in rural areas to 
establish contact with the people's communes and production brigades. It 
also called on those stationed in urban areas to establish contacts with 
factories, railway stations, harbors and neighborhoods, hence the army should 
support construction and carry out mass work. It also called on military 
industrial departments to meet the demands of the masses by turning out 
products for civilian use. 


Some units stationed in the localities have sent commanders and fighters to 
primary and secondary schools to work as political instructors to help young 
people raise their political consciousness and morals. 


This intervention is different from the "three supports and two militaries” 
carried out during the Cultural Revolution. This intervention is taking 
the form of cooperation, not leadership. The army is to intervene in 
security, production and education, but not in politics. However, these 
localities will eventually enable the army to influence the localities 
with its politics and ideology; the army will thus have more right to speak 
on political matters. 


Changes in the Political Atmosphere 


How should we analyze the army's new move to intervene in the localities? 





Let us look at the situation of the discussion on the criterion of truth. 

The army took an active part in the discussion that started 2 years ago. This 
was followed by another upsurge last August and September in the movement to 
make up the missed lesson in the discussion. Mobilized by commanders of 
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military area commands, the leading cadres of all divisions and above joined 
study classes. However, this activity did not last long and it has begun 

to subside. Last October, HONGQI carried an article entitled “Strive To 

Achieve Modernization in Natural Defense." The article did not express any 
opinion on the current sharp political questions. But the central meeting 
on cultural work of the whole army called on literary and art workers to 
“propagate and defend the four basic principles," and promote “the great ear 
and the great army." The meeting also bitterly criticized activities to 
“vilify the army" and tov carry out “anarchism, ultraindividualism and 
capitalism under the banner of democracy and freedom." These facts, articles 
and reports represent the political ideclogy of the army. 





The reappearance of these views and opinions in the political arena reflect 
changes in China's political atmosphere. 


The discussion on the criterion of truth now seems to have begun to subside. 
Democratic movements in the streets have begun to fade away. 
The opera "The Swindlers" is said to have been banned in some places. 


All these coincide with the army's reintervention in some affairs in the 
localities. 


The future of these changes in China's political atmosphere that have occurred 
over the past few months will be tested by history. 


cso: 4005 





18 








MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


INTELLECTUALS PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN LOGISTICS WORK 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 21 Dec 79 p 1 


[Article: "Stress the Importance of Developing the Active Role of 
Intellectuals" ] 


[Text] In resolutely carrying out the party's policy on intellectuals, 
colleges, institutes and scientific research units subordinate to the 
PLA General Logistics Department have attached great importance in 
improving work and living conditions for intellectuals and in bringing 
into full play their active role in the work of modernizing army 
logistics. 


Intellectuals throughout the military are fairly concentrated in 
colleges, institutes and scientific research units. Since the third 
plenum of the llth party Central Committee, the party committees of 
these units have made the implementation of the party's policy on 
intellectuals an important item to be carried out. They genuinely see 
intellectuals as a part of the proletariat and as laborers who are like 
the workers and peasants, and give concern and trust to them in poli- 
tics and strive to bring into full play their role in work. As of now, 
the party committees have already successively reversed verdicts of 
unjust, trumped-up and erroneous cases on over 1,200 persecuted intel- 
lectuals, reinstated some 2,000 intellectuals to their technical posts, 
promoted more than 1,000 technical hardbone cadres, arranged leader- 
ship positions at the army and division levels for 27 experts and 
professors and accepted a group of advanced intellectuals for party 
membership. This has greatly aroused the enthusiasm of the broad 
masses of intellectuals. 


After he became a party member, Huang Wan [7806 1354], a well-known 
expert of the PLA General Hospital, was even more full of vitality. 
Rather than going home at nights he would stay with critically sick 
patients. Furthermore, besides completing the arduous tasks of giving 
medical treatments and doing research, he also used his time fully to 
write books. After being promoted to deputy director, Huang Zhiqiang 
[7806 1807 1730], a professor at the Hospital No 1 attached to the 
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No 3 Military Medical College, took charge of construction work for 
“Liver and Gall Surgery Centers," and played an important role in 
directing such things as the construction of laboratories, formulating 
the curricula, training technical cadres and carrying out academic 
activities throughout the hospital. 


To the extent possible, many party committees of colleges, institutes 
and scientific research units have also created necessary working and 
living conditions for intellectuals in order to make sure that they 
would have even more energy and time to effectively teach and do 
research work. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


HUNAN PLA REPORT MEFTING--On 29 December, the Hunan Military District held 

a report meeting to support the government and cherish the people with 

the participation of 1,700 cadres and fighters. Liu Shihong, political 
commissar of the Hunan Military District, made a re,ort, calling on the 

units of the province to rapidly whip up an u,; surge of supporting the 
government and cherishing the people. He demanded that the units seriously 
study the spirit of the documents of the central authorities concerned 

and educate the cadres and fighters in supporting the government and 
cherishing the people. He also urged the cadres and fighters to actively take 
part and support the socialist modernization. The units at the regimental 
level and above must formulate plans to support industrial and agricultural 
production every year. They must also seriously do a good job of militia 
work and help the localities to rectify public order, and include the work of 
supporting the government and cherishing the people into the daily agenda, 

so as to promote the army-government and army-people unity and conduct the 
four modernizations with one heart and one mind. [HK150732 Changsha Hunan 
Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 30 Dec 79 HK] 





SHANGHAI GARRISON NEETING--The Shanghai Garrison Command sponsored a "support 
the government and cherish the people” reporting meeting on the afternoon 

of 3 January. It was attended by more than 1,000 cadres and fighters. 
Comrade Li Baoqi, political commissar of the command, delivered a report at 
the meeting on the significance for strengthening the army-government and 
army-people unity in view of the fact that a stable political situati.n is 
needed to realize the four modernizations, [0W081431 Shanghai City Service 

in Mandarin 1130 GMT 3 Jan 80 OW] 


SHANGHAI SECURITY WORK--The public security organizations in Shanghai have 
been well prepared for the implementation of the criminal law and the 
criminal procedural law, which came into effect on 1 January. Many study 
and training classes have been held for training the public security cadres 
and policemen as well as for training security cadres and workers from among 
factory workers and urban residents. Over the past several months, tens of 
thousands of people in Shanghai have taken part in improving urban security. 
In the urban areas alone, over 8,000 people are taking part in patrols each 
night. Recently they have captured more than 2,600 active criminals on the 
spot. [0W08143]1 Shanghai City Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 3 Jan 80 OW] 
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SHANGHAI SUPPORT PLA CAMPAIGN--On 10 January, the Shanghai Municipal CCP 
Committee issued a circular on promoting the campaign to support the army 

and sive preferential treatment to families of revolutionary armymen and 
martyrs as well as to support the government and cherish the people. The 
circular says that in accordance with the decision recently made by the 

CCP Central Committee, this campaign should be carried out more conscientiously 
and extensively than in the past years. In this new period of history when 
the people of the whole country are concentrating their energies on socialist 
modernization, the successful promotion of this campaign is of great signi- 
ficance in consolidating and promoting unity and stability, strengthening 

the building up of national defense, opposing aggression, overcoming 
difficulties and achieving the four modernizations. The circular calls for 
strengthening army-government and army-civilian unity. [0W171423 Shanghai 
City Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 15 Jan 80 OW] 


HUNAN PLA UNIT 54024 COMFORTED--The afternoon of 16 January, Hunan "support 
the army and give preferential treatment to dependents of PLA personnel" 
comfort group which had gone to Hengyang and Hengyang Prefectural and 
municipal comfort groups went to visit PLA unit 54024. As soon as the 

groups arrived, they held a forum with PLA commanders and fighters and 
thanked them for their support and assistance to the locality. They also 
sought their opinions on local work and encouraged them to study and work 
hard and make contributions to defending and building the four modernizations. 
[HK171348 Changsha Hunan Provincial Service in Mandarin 2315 GMT 16 Jan 80 HK] 





NANCHANG PUBLIC ORDER--Since 30 December, the Nanchang Garrison and PLA 32732 
unit have sent patrol squads to uphold public order in Nanchang and relentless- 
ly deal blows at a handful of criminals in coordination with the public 
security cadres and policemen. Recently, a handful of criminals were actively 
carrying out illegal activities. Some of them robbed in broad daylight and 
indecently assaulted women. Some even attacked and beat up public security 
personnel and law and order activists. [HK171321 Nanchang Jiangxi 

Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 1 Jan 80 HK] 


JIANGXI SUPPORT ARMY CIRCULAR--The Jiangxi People's Government recently issued 
a circular to set up the Jiangxi people's comfort group to support the army and 
give preferential treatment to the dependents of the soldiers during the 

spring festival. The group is led by Yang Shangkui with Bai Dongcai, Fang 
Zhichun, (Wu Ping), (Zhang Chuanchu), Luo Mengwen, (Zhang Yuqing), Gu Jiguang, 
Xie Xianghuang, Wang Zhaorong, (Xu Qing), Zhong Ping, Li Huafeng, (Kuo Yubin), 
Jiang Zuozhou, Zhu Danhua, (Luo Peng), (Du Zhao), (Wen Shuheng), (Wen Shufeng), 
(Li Geji), (Xu Shaolin), (Yang Yongfeng), (Mu Qian), (Zhang Juncheng) and (Liang 
Jianguo). As deputy leaders, Xu Qin is «lso the acting secretary general. 

The circular demanded that the comfort groups modestly listen to the opinions 
of the PLA units on the work of the localities, so as to learn from the PLA 
still better. [HK171321 Nanchang Jiangxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 

1100 GMT 11 Jan 80 HK] 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


THIRTY YEARS’ DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCES REVIEWED 





Beijing LISHI YANJIU [HISTORICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 11, 15 Nov 79 
pp 3-16 


[Article by Li Shu [7812 3412]: "Thirty Years of Research in Social 
Sciences in China") 


[Text] Thirty years have passed since the founding of the PRC. During 
these 30 years, its social sciences first enjoyed an unprecedented boom, 
then followed a prolonged serious damage caused by Lin Biao, the "gang 

of four," Chen Boda, and others like them, Following a few years of 
restoration and readjustment, the social sciences have begun to gain new 
strength, thus opening up an encouraging prospect of their development. 

A review of this tortuous course traversed by social scientists clearly 
shows that the objective laws governing the social developments are in- 
violable. Although the social sciences were once threatened with destruc- 
tion, their importance has become more evident than ever after surviving 

a prolonged, continuous large-scale sabotage. Gone are 20 years between 
their development and redevelopment. To make up for the time lost, our 
current most urgent task is to encourage all existing researchers to work 
hard and to back them up with a well-planned and step-by-step training of 

a new force in this field. The prospect ahead is broad, bright end hopeful. 
Yet the lessons we have learned can serve as a constant warning to us and 
therefore should be remembered for generations to come, It is this warning 
that has inspired me to write and publish this essay. 


I. Unprecedented Development of Social Sciences 


Under the guidance of Marxism, social sciences in China came into being in 
response to the call of the communist movement when the "4th May" movement 
swept across the land. When the great revolution failed in 1927, the com- 
munist doctrines were attacked by the Guomindang reactionaries as something 
inapplicable to China and incompatible with its national desires. From 
then on, those dedicated to social sciences in China began a struggle to 
defend communism. But under the Guomindang rule, they were considered 
illegal and frequently fell victim to political persecution, Although 
social sciences played a significant role in the revolution, they did not 
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develop as anticipated, At that time, the great revolutionary leader Mao 
Zedong initiated a research work on the problems of the Chinese revolution 
on the basis of his personal experiences in the violent revolutionary wars. 
After arriving in northern Shaanxi Province following a 25,000-li march 
heralded by him in 1934, Mao Zedong applied the Marxist theory in a creative 
way to resolve a series of practical problems in the Chinese revolution, 
thus enabling him to fulfill one of the greatest missions in social sciences. 
He absorbed the wisdom of the party produced through the revolutionary strug- 
gles to form Mao Zedong Thought. This was a great achievement in social 
sciences in China, which contributed directly to the victory of the Chinese 
revolution. With this victory, Marxism became a predominant ideology guid- 
ing all work in our country. After its founding, the PRC attached great 
importance to social sciences. Academic societies of history, economics, 
philosophy and others came into being one after another in China. The 
"Common Program" adopted in 1949 by the Chinese People's Political Consul- 
tative Conference stipulates: "The scientific historical viewpoint should 
be applied to study and interpret history, economics, politics, culture 

and international affairs, and outstanding works on social sciences should 
be awarded."' With the solicitous attention and under the leadership of the 
party and government, a national scientific research center--the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences--was inaugurated in 1950. Then the institutions of 
higher learning were reorganized and expanded and their teaching research 
groups established, thus creating a condition for developing social sciences. 
In June 1955, four departments including the Philosophy and Social Sciences 
Department were added to the Chinese Academy of Sciences. As everyone 
knows, the foundation for research in social sciences left behind by old 
China was very weak, Before liberation, the old Academia Sinica had only 
two research institutes of history and philology, and sociology. At the 
inauguration of the Philosophy and Social Sciences Department under the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, it had seven research institutes--philosophy, 
economics, archaeology, history, modern history, linguistics and philology, 
and literature. Later, another eight research institutes--foreign litera- 
ture, nationalities, religions, law, world history, world economy, history 
of natural sciences, and journalism and information were added. A total of 
15 research institutes are now under the jurisdiction of the Philosophy 

and Social Sciences Department. They have resumed the publication of over 

a dozen journals. Among these are "New Construction," "Historical Research," 
"Philosophical Research," "Economic Research," "Literary Review," "Law 
Research,"’ "Nationalities Research,"' and "Chinese Language."' After libera- 
tion, new social scientific research centers were also established in 
various provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions. According to 

the statistics, before the Great Cultural Revolution, there were 37 social 
scientific research institutes in 22 provinces, municipalities and autono- 
mous regions, Shanghai, Shaanxi, Xinjiang, Nei Monggol, Liaoning, Jilin, 
Hunan, and Guangdong claimed numbers of institutes ranging from two to five. 
These regional, provincial and municipal social scientific research insti- 
tutes published over 20 special and comprehensive journals, This phenomenal 
growth of interest in social sciences reflected a progress in socialist 
construction at home and an increase in contacts with other nations, 
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The victory of the Chinese revolution had stimulated an interest in study- 
ing Chinese history as well as the history of the Chinese revolution, and 
had given rise to a desire for stepping up the historical research work. 
The Large-scale development of industrial and agricultural capital construc- 
tion had turned up, through excavation, cultural relics and historical 
ruins, which fed museums with new displays and archaeologists with new 
clues to their country's past. The development of the frontier regions 
had also given rise to a demand for studying languages and culture of the 
minority people there. Economic research had become more important than 
ever as a result of the successful implementation of the First Five-Year 
Plan. These were historical facts dealing with the significant roles 
played by historians, archaeologists, philologists and economic researchers 
under the social scientific research institutes in the 1950's. 


Although these institutes were then in the initial stage of development, 
could employ a small staff, and were equipped only to carry out small- 
scale projects, the overwhelming majority of their researchers were moving 
in the correct direction of serving the socialist construction with a deter- 
mination to achieve success in their field. 


At that time, the social scientists and liberal arts teachers at the insti- 
tutions of higher learning throughout the country included the following 
three groups: The first group consisted of progressive social scientists 
selected from inside and outside the party, and trained by it during the 
period of the democratic revolution as well as nationally and internationally 
renowned experts. They had a good grasp of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought and relatively high theoretical levels, were long tested in the 
revolutionary wars and experienced in practical work, They were the main 
force of social scientists who had achieved marked success in scientific 
research and in training new forces, and had contributed significantly to 
the struggle to repudiate the reactionary trend of thought. The second 
group comprised old experts who before liberation taught at the Guomindang- 
controlled institutions of higher learning or did research work at the 
scientific research centers. They were famous for their remarkable aca- 
demic achievements, but deprived of opportunities to get in touch with 
Marxism for subjective and objective reasons. It was no wonder that their 
academic thoughts and methods of teaching and learning were permeated more 
or less with the bourgeois style or even the Qing Dynasty style of learning. 
Following years of study and transformation, they eventually became an im- 
portant force of social scientists willing to receive education in Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and make new contributions to research work. 
The third group was a new generation of social scientists who were trained 
after China was liberated, and who received systematic Marxist theoretical 
education at school. But all these intellectuals, especially social scien- 
tists, were all mistakenly labeled bourgeois elements by Lin Biao, the 
"gang of four,'’ Chen Boda and others like them, who deliberately exagger- 
ated their world outlook problems, insisting that if their world outlook 
was not remolded and purified, they could not be in a position to serve the 
people because they might lead the country to restore capitalism, 
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As early as 1957, Comrade Mao Zedong made an assessment of the status of 
intellectuals different from that of these political swindlers. In his 
speech to the Chinese Communist Party's National Conference on Propaganda 
Work, he stated: "As far as the attitude of the 5 million intellectuals 
towards Marxism is concerned, one may say that over 10 percent, comprising 
the communists and sympathizers, are relatively familiar with Marxism and 
take a firm stand--the stand of the proletariat. Among the total of five 
million, they are a minority, but they are the nucleus and a powerful force. 
The majority have the desire to study Marxism and have already learned a 
little, but they are not yet familiar with it. This section of intellectuals, 
constituting the majority of the five million, is still in an intermediate 
state. The number who strongly oppose Marxism, or are hostile to it, is 
very small. There will be people of this sort for a long time to come, and 
we should allow them to disagree." According to this estimate, the number 
of the intellectuals who were then relatively familiar with Marxism and 
could take a firm stand--the stand of the proletariat probably ranged from 
750,000, or 15 percent, to 500,000, or 10 percent of the 5 million. In the 
years that followed 1957, this percentage went up remarkably. We can confirm 
that the overwhelming majority of the intellectuals working at the institu- 
tions of higher learning, scientific organizations and theoretical posts 
were adherents to and diligent students of Marxism, In other words, these 
social scientists and theorists were basically Marxists. The problem of 
varying degrees of impurity in ideology could occur to any individual, and 
therefore, should not be viewed as something unusual, Any assessment of 
this problem incompatible or at variance with facts is inacceptable. We 
must pay tribute to these intellectuals for completing many tasks of vital 
and far-reaching significance to social sciences in defiance of constant 
interference and sabotage by various counterrevolutionary forces. At first, 
social scientists made tremendous contributions to research work on Marxist 
theory. Beginning from the early 1950's, they translated, edited and pub- 
lished large numbers of works by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Zedong, 
including the "Collection of Works by Marx snd Engels," "Collection of 
Lenin's Works," "Collection of Stalin's Works," and "Selected Works of Mao 
Zedong"; edited, published, and circulated tens of thousands of copies of 
their selected works and articles in pamphlet form, 





In addition to devoting themselves to research, the social scientists pub- 
lished a large number of their own essays, promoting, connotating, inter- 
preting and reviewing those classical Marxist works, This massive effort 

to translate and publish the classical Marxist works and disseminate Marxism 
was not only unprecedented in the Chinese history but also rarely seen even 
in the world history of publication. These basic achievements in social 
sciences represent a great contribution to the realization of the socialist 
and communist ideals. 


Furthermore, the social scientists also spent time compiling, editing, 
connotating and proof reading a large number of valuable classical Chinese 
books, including the multi-volume "Historical Chronicle" (Zizhi Tongjian 
[1327 3112 6639 7003]) and the "Twenty-four Books of History," compiling 
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and translating a series of articles of special interest and works on 
social sciences from the West, compiling and publishing teaching materials 
on liberal arts for the institutions of higher learning, and publishing a 
variety of valuable academic achievements in book form. Some research 
organizations and social scientists even ventured deep into minority areas 
where they surveyed social activities and studied local dialects. They 
returned home with investigation reports which have enriched the knowledge 
on the application of the universal laws of social development conceived 
by Marx and Engels and on investigations of the specific laws of social 
developments in China. Linguists in our country have also contributed re- 
markably to the reformation of the Chinese language, standardization of 
the spelling of the names of the Chinese people and places and research in 
dialects. Those foundation-laying tasks for further advancing the Marxist 
social sciences in our country were largely fulfilled in the 1950's, and 
some of them were initiated at that time. Our achievements in social 
sciences would undoubtedly have been even greater if the academic degrees 
and academic incentive systems had been formally instituted in accordance 
with the plan proclaimed at the 1955 inauguration of various research de- 
partments and institutes of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, if the 12-year- 
plan formulated in 1956 had been put into effect, and if those dedicated 
scientists had been granted proper working conditions. But in those years 
of their initial development, social sciences in our country came under 
the heavy influence of the Soviet dogmatic academic style and the modern 
cult of worship. Once this dogmatic academic style and modern cult of 
worship, and the feudal dictatorship of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 
converged, they formed an enormous torrent of damage to the nation as a 
whole. 


II. A Lesson Drawn From Great Damage 


In the face of that torrent of damage, the social sciences of our coun ry 
were in danger of elimination. This is the reason why our achievements in 
social sciences in the past 30 years were far less than expected. During 
the early ‘50s, our country was not only proud of its achievements in de- 
veloping social sciences but also proud of its ability to expose its own 
shortcomings in this field. Although dogmatism at that time was influen- 
tial, it was being closely watched by the Party Central Committee. In 
April 1956, the RENMIN RIBAO editorial department carried an article en- 
titled "On Historical Experience of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat," 
criticizing some researchers in social sciences for "practicing dogmatism" 
and calling on them to "break with their blind faith in dogmatism," In 
February 1957, Comrade Mao Zedong issued a report "On the Correct Handling 
of Contradictions Among the People," whose essence was a call for opposing 
dogmatism and promoting the principle of "letting a hundred flowers blossom 
and a hundred schools of thought contend," so that intellectuals would feel 
free and unrestrained to write and paint what they wished, to pursue scien- 
tific research and to fully display their talents in these fields. At that 
time, the struggle against the dogmatist tendency, an integral part of the 
party's struggle against subjectivism, played a significant role in acceler- 
ating the development of the social sciences to meet the needs of 
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socialist construction, Unfortunately, this effort was suspended with the 
escalation of the anti-rightist struggle in 1957. Eventually, the triumph 
of the subjectivist idea postponed the implementation of the correct polit- 
ical line for vigorously developing the social productive forces adopted 

by the Eighth National CCP Congress and the central task of various depart- 
ments which was replaced by one political movement after another. Conse- 
quently, the social scientists could no longer concentrate on research in 
a quiet environment, because they were caught in charges and countercharges. 
No sooner did they respond to the call to beat back the so-called bourgeois 
ideological offensives than they were accused of being tools for mounting 
attacks on behalf of the bourgeoisie. Through the recurring series of the 
ideological repudiation movements which took the form of the political 
struggle aimed at using brutal force to suppress people rather than reason 
to convince them, the problems were not satisfactorily settled despite the 
fact that the struggle also involved debates on the bourgeois academic 
viewpoint and teaching and learning styles. 


Accompanying the political struggle was an unhealthy tendency to interpret 
the Marxist-Leninist theoretical viewpoint in a summary, extremist and 
stereotyped way. Under its influence, people preferred to be called leftists 
rather than rightists. This unrealistic and unpopular tendency which tam- 
pered with the development of the Marxist-Leninist theory and social sciences 
made its influence felt in the academic circles in the name of "serving the 
proletarian politics." In around 1961, the principle of ' letting a hundred 
flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend" was reaffirmed 

to allow the reinstatement of academic discussions. But such academic 
discussions soon gave way to the political criticism campaign or the class 
struggle. Under the impact of the class struggle the Marxist research 

work on social sciences was denounced as a "dangerous zone" and suspended, 
For fear of touching off an "explosion," people preferred to stay away 

from that trouble spot. Finally those mischievous anti-party careerists 

and conspirators who feared that social scientists might expose them as 

sham Marxists went so far as to suspend all scientific activities, in order 
to deceive people. 


In this connection, I must first mention Chen Boda. As everyone knows, he 
was the one who relied on social sciences to gain power. As vice president 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, he consistently hated researchers in 
social sciences. Jealous of their scientific achievements, he often scoffed 
at them. In 1965, twice he officially proposed abolishing all institutes 
under the Philosophy and Social Sciences Department and dismissing all 

their personnel, in a letter to the Chinese Academy of Sciences. This pro- 
posal finally found a supporter. One day in January 1966, that self-styled 
"theorist," who never published a single theoretical work himself wrote on 
the margins of a copy of the "Informative Briefs," a not yet officially 
inaugurated publication of the Philosophy and Social Sciences, his own views 
contending that none of the social scientific researchers should be author- 
ized to engage in research work, and nor had they any right to serve the 
peasants as long as their world outlook was not satisfactorily transformed. 
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He added: The only alternative was to send them to do manual Labor in the 
countryside. This idea originating from Chen Boda and that self-styled 
"theorist" was realized as soon as Lin Biao and the "gang of four" came to 
power. In order to usurp the party and state power, Lin Biao and the 

“gang of four" had to vigorously promote the modern cult of worship and 
discourage the development of social sciences, which were viewed by them 

as something dreadful. In an attempt to roundly repudiate the post-libera- 
tion achievements in social sciences, they adopted savage measures to close 
down the research organizations, abolish the academic bodies, and destroy 
large amounts of scientific research data. They also prohibited everyone 
from writing and publishing his academic works and banned the teaching of 
such disciplines as education, logic, politics, law, sociology, ethics, 
liberal arts, psychology, and library science. They savagely persecuted 
the social scientists and corporally punished and tortured and humiliated 
those old experts famous for their academic achievements. They wanted never 
to leave those old scholars alone until their deaths. Under this feudal 
fascist tyranny, the fruits of social scientific research work produced 
through many years of labor were ruined almost in one day. The resumption 
and redevelopment of social scientific research work did not come until 

the downfall of the "gang of four." 


What lessons did we learn from a review of this tortuous course traversed 
by social scientists in our country? 


First, it is necessary to uphold Marxism, persistently take facts into 
account, and oppose book worship and subjectivism. 


This is a key to success in developing social sciences. Facts slow that 
social sciences develop rapidly when they are applied to serve the purpose 
of socialist construction, and are bound to suffer setbacks if researchers 
in this field become obsessed with the practice of subjectivism. In other 
words, if a social scientist fails to keep in close touch with reality, he 
is bound to lose his sense of direction and purpose and would forget his 
duty as a scientist. Lin Biao and the "gang of four" seized upon this 
mistake as a big opportunity to pressure social scientists to slide even 
further down that wrong path in violation of common sense. 


At first, social scientists influenced by dogmatism applied the general 
Marxist principles to resolve problems in violation of the dialectical 
method calling for analyzing specific problems in concrete terms. Later, 
they went a step further to reduce these general Marxist principles to a 
number of simple formulas, One of the most damaging consequences of this 
tendency was that the fundamental Marxist viewpoint giving first place to 
practice and the dialectical method for analyzing specific problems in 
concrete terms were forgotten, and the people dared not think everything 
over independently, and lost their creative power. 


Another consequence was the growth of an extremely reactionary, feudal 
and anti-Marxist fascist force which tampered with the development of 
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scientific research and which made the people lose their will to fight 
back. With that small book "Quotations From Chairman Mao Zedong" in hand, 
Lin Biao once behaved as if he were a young, contemptuous Marx, declaring 
tc the world: "This is the truth, worship it!" ("Collection of Works by 
Marx and Engels" Vol 1, p 418) By compiling and publishing that small book 
containing phrases from "Selected Works of Mao Zedong," he sinisterly tried 
to distort and adulterate the scientific system of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought. At that time, no one was able to expose the anti-Marxist 
nature of that small book because all phrases contained therein originated 
from the "Selected Works of Mao Zedong," and because the people influenced 
by dogmatism were deprived of freedom to seek the truth from facts and 
think things over independently. More irony was that they even used it as 
“quick way" to study and apply Marxism, It was no wonder that everyone 
unconsciously went on his knees to worship that small book in response to 
Lin Biao's shoutings. Dogmatism differed from Lin Biao's small book in 
that the former guided people to recite or quote the general Marxist prin- 
ciples, and the latter encouraged them to forget about these principles. 
This situation further deteriorated when the "gang of four" rose to power. 
Originally, the "gang of four," Lin Biao, Chen Boda and that self-styled 
"theorist" were jackals from the same lair. The modern cult of worship was 
created by Lin Biao to publicize and promote himself. The “gang of four" 
also wanted to do something to promote themselves. As soon as that small 
book disappeared, along with its compiler, the "gang of four's" invisible 
heavenly document--so called because it was invisible to others but visible 
to themselves--captured the public's attention. Those phrases on that in- 
visible document were not based on any books. But once they were made 
known by newspapers, they immediately became an order usurping the authority 
of the party, and a command to the people. Attention must be paid to the 
fact that the "gang of four" never forgot using social sciences as a tool 
to serve their political ends. For example, they used some social scien- 
tists to interpret their sham Marxism as they wished, and to write articles 
extolling the significance of poverty, illiteracy and barbarism. When the 
"gang of four" were at the height of their power, social sciences became 
such a shame, they actually declared their own death. 





A review of the history of the growth of social sciences in our country 
reveals that there is difference as well as similarity between dogmatism 
and the modern cult of worship created by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." 
Their similarity lies in divorcing the subjective world from the objective 
world and knowledge from practice. Dogmatism represents a tendency to wor- 
ship books as something sacred and divorce knowledge from practice. This 
tendency provided Lin Biao and the "gang of four" with a basis for adulter- 
ating and distorting the truth, for spreading lies, for confusing right 
with wrong and for deceiving the people. Since all book phrases quoted by 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were not tested and verified through prac- 
tice, they could not be used as criteria for judging right from wrong. But 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" used these book phrases as a basis for 
spreading lies. Objective facts show that dogmatism and book worship were 
what Lin Biao and the "gang of four" needed to create the modern cult 
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of worship. For a long time, the people only viewed revisionism as essen- 
tial to the counterrevolutionary elements in their efforts to restore the 
old order. Now this view should be revised, because dogmatism and book 
worship are also useful to the counterrevolutionary elements, especially 
those disguised as revolutionaries. We must acknowledge that "left" is 
not better than right, and we are all wictims of the ultraleft trend of 
thought. Our personal experiences teach us that it is absolutely wrong to 
think that “left" is better than right, "left" is preferable to right, 
thinking "left" is better than thinking right. We must understand that 
the "left" deviationist opportunism is absolutely not a form of Marxism. 


As social sciences are being restored and redeveloped, not only must we 
eliminate the modern cult of worship created by Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four," but also resolutely wipe out dogmatism and book worship in all their 
forms, and take facts into account. Marx, Engels, Lenin and Mao Zedong 
all opposed the application of Marxism as dogmas, preferring to have it 
applied as a guide to actions, which must take into account specific his- 
torical conditions. Engels once stated: "We can enrich our knowledge 
only on the basis of the available conditions of our time. We can know as 
much as these consitions advance." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels" 
Vol 3, p 562) Only by following a materialist approach, doing away with 
the cult of worship, and refusing to blindly follow any untested theory 
can we improve our scientific knowledge on the objective world on the basis 
of the available conditions of our time. Anyone who learns the classical 
Marxist-Leninist works without digestion would run the risk of violating 
Marxism, and disqualify himself from applying Marxism to resolve practical 
problems, 


Secondly, it is necessary to respect dialectics, correctly understand and 
apply the Marxist theory, oppose condensing it into formulas, interpreting 
it in a summary fashion, and in terms of absolutes. 


Before the Great Cultural Revolution, the social scientists tended to inter- 
pret the Marxism theory in summary fashion, in terms of absolutes and con- 
dense it into formulas. This tendency was a manifestation of the ultra- 
left trend of thought caused by the escalation of the class struggle in 

real life. Later, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" let it develop to an 
intolerable degree. What they called sciences were only a combination of 
simple formulas. The ideological and theoretical confusions caused by 

these formulas still await clarification even to this date. 


The tendency to condense the Marxist theory into simple formulas once made 
its influence felt in the following fields of social sciences: In philo- 
sophy, emphasis was on such terms as the struggle of opposites, one dividing 
into two, and the active functions of knowledge in man's existence. Other 
terms such as the unity of opposites, c»bining two into one, and the de- 
cisive effect of man's existence on his thinking were repudiated. Also 
overthrown were the fundamental principles of historical materialism, In 
the field of the socialist political economy, emphasis was on the negative 
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effect of the relations of production on the productive forces, the ways 

to narrow and eliminate the differences between worker and peasant, between 
urban and rural areas, and between mental and manual labor, putting politics 
in command of everything, and the importance of manpower. Other terms such 
as the decisive impact of the productive forces on the relations of produc- 
tion, the existence of the previously mentioned differences, the economic 
laws, and the importance of material resources were repudiated. 


In history, emphasis was on class struggle, the role of peasant wars which 
pushed history forward in terms of the “gang of tour" rather than on class 
society in which contradictions would give way to unity, and the measures 
frequently taken by the feudal ruling classes to reconcile contradictions. 
The people were also taught to believe that even in contemporary history, 
those plainly unjustified peasants’ revolts and barbaric types of struggle 
were even better than the bourgeois reform movements. In the ‘70s, Jiang 
Qing even misled the people with some formulas of her own making on strug- 
gles between Confucians and Legalists in Chinese history. While drawing 
distinction between Confucians and Legalists, she stated that the former 
were conservative while the latter were progressive; the former hated the 
people while the latter loved them; the former were idealists while the 
latter were materialists; and the former were capitulationists while the 
latter were patriots and so on. In reviewing literature and art, critics 
were directed to emphasize the political side rather than artistic side of 
a work, to typify the class nature rather than individual characters, to 
Stress the decisive effect of a writer's world outlook on his works rather 
than the significance of his methods for creative writing. Writers were 
permitted only to deal with ideals rather than reality. 


These formulas negated not only dialectical relationships between antagonis- 
tic classes and between the two aspects of a contradiction in the process 

of the development of a thing, but also the existence of the basic relations 
between some historical events, the economic laws, laws governing the de- 
velopment of literature and art and all other objective processes of the 
development of Lliterat re and art and all other objective processes of the 
development of events in society. Such metaphysical formulas evidently 
could serve only to distort rather than reflect the true picture of the 
objective world. 


Since everything possesses specific properties, to understand it requires 
a specific amalysis. Marx once stated: ‘Specification of a thing means 
a combination of many regulations and unity of diverse characters." 
("Selected Works of Marx and Engels” Vol 2, p 103) Society is a spectrum 
of diverse phenomena. To understand their specific characteristics and 
their relationships requires an overall and careful survey and scientific 
cesearch, This cannot be done through the application of merely a few 
fixed formulas. 


This erroneous tendency is mainly reflected in its one-sided understanding 
of the Marxist theory of classes and class struggle, in its perception of 








the contradictions and struggles between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, 
between peasants and landlords, and between slaves and slave-owners as abso- 
lutely irreconcilable, and in its conviction that there is no association 
between the two aspects of a contradiction and that society seems divided 
from its very beginning. This then gives rise to a series of stereotyped 
ideas as follows: All ideologies and behavior of the exploited class are 
good, progressive, and revolutionary; all ideologies and behavior of the 
exploiting classes are bad, retrogressive and reactionary; the class con- 
sciousness of the proletariat and working people in history was always 

high, and it was never possible for them to receive or inherit anything 

from the exploiting classes; the history of class society is nothing more 
than a record of crimes increasingly committed by the exploiting classes 

and incessantly condemned by the working people; the duty of social sciences 
is only to denounce those crimes and to extol those who condemned them, 


It was said that only by interpreting history in terms of previously stated 
viewpoints could one be praised for upholding the stand of the proletariat 
during the days of Lin Biao and the “gang of four." In analyzing the social 
events, the Marxists usually took a critical proletarian stand distinct from 
the stand taken by peasants and other working people in history. Adherence 
to the proletarian stand is a necessary condition for the people to objec- 
tively and correctly understand and change the world. Only by taking that 
stand, will one be able to accept facts at their face value. The Marxists 
investigating class exploitation and class oppression would certainly fly 
into a rage at their findings. Their indignant reaction to the findings 

cay be justified but should not be allowed to affect their calm attitude 
toward research. A poet can be emotional, but not a social scientist, 

whose basic responsibility is to explore and present to the world the ob- 
jective Laws of the historical development of society rather than eulogize 
the good and curse the bad. The exploration and presentation of the objec- 
tive laws are significant in that they can help increase our understanding 
of the world and our ability to change it. 


It is necessary to apply the Marxist theory of class struggle to survey 

the history of society. To this end, the following two basic requirements 
must be met: First, it is necessary to associate classes and class struggle 
with the specific mode of production and the development of the productive 
forces which determines the mode of production; second, it is necessary 

to recognize this association as inevitable. We must also understand that 
every mode of production is bound to have a decisive effect on the class 
relations and will develop along a specific Line and in accordance with a 
specific law. Among the other factors which tend to change the class rela- 
tions are historical traditions. Just as Marx pointed out: "The changes 
in relations between classes are a historical process, resulting from the 
social activity as a whole. In short, they are products of the ‘historical 
movements.'" ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels" Vol 1, p 191) Surveying 
the history of human society on the basis of the Marxist principles would 
lead us to understand that nothing is static and everything changes from 
time to time and from place to place and is subject to changes under the 


33 








different conditions. Under the different historical and social conditions, 
the contradictions and struggles between classes take different forms, per- 
form different roles and assume different characters, These changes can 

be monitored through the application of specific laws. Only in this way 
can we view society as an organic body of constant movement and development 
and interpret its changes in scientific terms. People must be discouraged 
from interpreting the Marxist theory in summary fashion. If they do, they 
may end up ignoring the significance of the concrete analysis of social 

and economic developments and specific historical conditions to the analysis 
of classes and class struggle. Another consequence is that the history of 
classes and class struggle would become a condensation of a ‘ew fixed, 
simple and repetitive formulas which lead the people to mistake the back- 
ward for the advanced. This class viewpoint clearly has nothing in common 
with Marxism, 





However, such class viewpoint was very useful to Lin Biao and the "gang 

of four,” who represented a feudal restorationist force but disguised them- 
selves as revolutionaries. To them, the more the Marxist theory was per~ 
verted, distorted and deleted of its scientific content, the greater it 
would work to their advantage in their efforts to practice their feudal 
autocracy and deceive the people. "We must act in direct contravention of 
the bourgeoisie!" "We must act in direct contravention of the pre-cultural 
revolution literary and art works!" These were simple slogans they chanted 
as part of their effort to promote class struggle. it wa precisely in 
this manner that they degenerated the concept of classes and class struggle 
to simple, vulgar demagoguery so that they could easily recite it on all 
occasions, After setting themselves up in their so-called proletarian 
headquarters, they labeled all their adversaries and foes bourgeois elements, 
or targets of their all-round dictatorship. They wilfully trampled under 
foot Marxism, openly and defiantly claiming that the fuedalist statecraft 
could be applied to consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and 

the communist society--the highest form of human ideals~--was in need of an 
empress. This fallacy was a parody very difficult for the people to swallow, 
It awakened us to the harsh fact that class viewpoint could be degenerated 
into reactionary class viewpoint at any time, This fact also tells us that 
although Marx's doctrine of class struggle was once applied by our social 
scientists in a simplified form not harmful to society at large, and in a 
manner different from Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” this practice still 
provided them with a basis for promoting their so-called theoretical view- 
point in betrayal of Marxism, For this reason, the danger of presenting 
Marxism in simplified forms should not be underestimated, 


Thirty years of experience we have accumulated remind social scientists in 
our country of an urgent task to comprehensively and systematically restudy 
and correctly understand the Marxist theory. Guided by the basic principles 
of the Marxist theory, we must free ourselves from any metaphysical shackles, 
completely emancipate our minds and study problems in socialist construction 
in accordance with the style of seeking the truth from facts. 








Third, Science Must Be Treated in Conformity With Its Own Laws 


Historically, science played a tremendous revolutionary role in constantly 
exploring and making known secrets about the laws of the nature and the 
development of human society and in enriching knowledge on social practices. 
Just like anything else, the development of sciences requires favorable 
conditions. For example, the growth of sciences is contingent on the avail- 
ability of material resources and favorable political environment. On the 
other hand, scientific researchers are required to take an objective, dis- 
passionate and unbiased attitude toward science itself. The resolution of 
scientific problems tolerates neither prejudgment nor interference from 

the high level authorities or the majority of the people. Science must be 
treaced in conformity with its own laws. Only in this way can it develop. 
In his report "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People," 
Comrade Mao Zedong proclaimed a policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom 
and a hundred schools of thought contend," unequivocally stressing the need 
for settling the questions of right and wrong in the arts and sciences 
through free discussion in artistic and scientific circles and opposing 
interference from the administrative authorities. 


In that report, he stated: “Letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred 
schools of thought contend is the policy for promoting the progress of the 
arts and the sciences and a flourishing socialist culture in our land, Dif- 
ferent forms and styles in art should develop freely and different schools 
in science should contend freely. We think that it is harmful to the growth 
of art and science if administrative measures are used to impose one particu- 
lar style of art or school of thought and to ban another. Questions of 
right and wrong in the arts and sciences should be settled through free dis- 
cussion in artistic and scientific circles and through practical work in 
these fields. They should not be settled in summary fashion." Clearly, 
this explaration tolerates no distortion in any form, As a matter of fact, 
it is hard to say that this famous double-hundred policy had been correctly 
and thoroughly implemented. During the heyday of their power, Lin Biao and 
the "gang of four" arrogantly imposed an overall dictatorship on the artis- 
tic and scientific fields in opposition to Comrade Mao Zedong's policy of 
"Letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought con- 
tend."' Under this dictatorship, approval was given only to eight model 
theatrical works and two social scientists--Liang Xiao and Luo Siding. Why 
was Comrade Mao Zedong's policy not implemented? For years, I myself con- 
sistently assumed that this might have been caused by some people who 

kicked academic issues as a political football. Later on, I proved this 
assumption absolutely wrong. Actually, its implementation was stalled by 
those who insisted that the people should not be entrusted with the right 

to speak out on the political issues. No one--myself included--could accept 
this advocation, This is because our Constitution entitles every citizen 

to freedom of speech. This constitutional provision is universally sig- 
nificant in that it first of all gives citizens the right to speak out on 
the political issues or political rights. "Letting a hundred flowers blossom 
and a hundred schools of thought contend" was an analogical presentation of 
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a policy under which every citizen could enjoy full freedom of speech in 
the artistic and scientific circles. As everyone knows, the arts and 
sciences can grow only in an environment in which the freedom of thinking 
is not restricted. "Letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools 
of thought contend" is a policy for the development of arts and sciences 
with a commitment to freedom, But the availability of this form of freedom 
is contingent on the effective implementation of the constitutional provi- 
sions which guarantee citizens political rights and full freedom of speech. 
Clearly, when Comrade Mao Zedong announced his double-hundred policy, he 
did not consider this a problem, Later, he even considered extending his 
double-hundred policy to other areas of endeavor as a good method for doing 
all other work. In his speech at the CCP National Conference on Propaganda 
Work, he stated: "'To let a hundred flowers blossom’ is the way to develop 
the arts, and ‘to let a hundred schools of thought contend' is the way to 
develop science. Not only is this policy a good method cf developing 
science and the arts but, if given extended application it constitutes a 
good method of doing all our work. It can help us to make fewer mistakes." 
This thought reflected a full confidence in socialist democracy. In his 
recent speech at the rally celebrating the 30th anniversary of the PRC's 
founding, Comrade Ye Jianying described the idea of “letting a hundred 
flowers blossom and a hundred schools ot thought contend" as a fundamental 
and long-term cultural and political policy. But before this policy was 
written into law, it remained an idea carrying neither legal protection of 
citizens’ inviolable democratic rights under the socialist system nor legal 
functions of punishing those who violated them, Many people who mistook 
this personal idea for constitutional rights were soon humilitated, From 
then on, they dared not demand any democratic rights in the political arena 
but only hoped that the academic discussions would no longer mix up with 
the political issues, so that academic freedom would be kept intact. In 
other words, they were interested in maintaining only academic freedom while 
giving up the freedom of speech on the political issues, Could this form 
of academic freedom be maintained under such circumstances? Facts showed 
that in the absence of a sound socialist democratic system, the people would 
be in constant danger of losing not only their freedom of speech, but their 
academic freedom as well. A case in point was the so-called all-round dic- 
tatorship of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," who left no stone unturned 

in depriving the social scientists of their academic freedom, This is a 
serious lesson worth memorization. 


This lesson should always remind us that favorable political conditions are 
indispensable to the growth of an academic atmosphere in which a hundred 
schools of thought will be able to contend. Such academic freedom is now 
more desirable than at any time in Chinese history. Today, almost all pro- 
gressive academic ideas, especially Marxist ideas, are democratic by nature 
and are distinct from autocracv., In China, that centuries-old feudal tradi- 
tion remains predominant, and has yielded little ground to the democratic 
system and tradition which came to China nearly a century ago. The Qing 
Dynasty resisted the constitutional monarchy until its death, The govern- 
ment of the northern warlords staged a series of farces trying to restore 
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the feudal system. While in power, the Guomindang was obsessed with the 
establishment of a fascist dictatorial rule. Immediately after its birth, 
new China held the Nation:.1 People's Congress, proclaimed its Constitution 
and put into practice democratic centralism. Buc in the absence of a com- 
prehensive set of laws, the socialist democracy could not be institutional- 
ized to effectively protect the people's democratic rights. Our failure 
to foster an extensive legal sense in our country's political life gave 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" a big opportunity to usurp and abuse power. 
For this reason, efforts have yet to be made to further improve our social- 
ist democracy. We must be aware that a perfect socialist democratic system 
is very important to the progress in science and culture as well as in all 
other fields of endeavor in our country. 


Modern science and technology are the foundation for realizing the Four 
Modernizations, and are significant in that without them, our industry, 
agriculture and national defense cannot be modernized. Attention must be 
paid to the following special characteristics of scientific development: 
The first duty of science is to explore secrets in the universe and to en- 
hance man's knowledge of his natural and social environment. For this 
reason, no hasty decision should be made to emphasize one research and 
neglect another; all activities that help enrich knowledge on the nature 
and laws governing the development of human society should be included in 
our research projects. Careful consideration must be given to all pro- 
posed research projects in order to gain a complete and clear picture of 
all interrelated phenomena of the objective world. Secondly, the scien- 
tific approach to the understanding of the nature of the objective matter 
and its inner workings must be a tortuous process which may be marked by 
mistakes and frustrations and therefore can ot be successfully concluded 

in a certain projected period of time. A scientist may make mistakes. 

But he can also correct them, From making mistakes to correcting them 

are steps toward gaining a clearer understanding of the truth, The im- 
portant and quick ways to discover and correct mistakes can be found only 
through free interdisciplinary discussion, In view of this, an environ- 
ment free from restrictions and interference should be created for scien- 
tific research and academic discussion, Any idea of rushing to get quick 
results is harmful to scientific research, Furthermore, theories concluded 
earlier are likely to be revised or even overthrown as a result of the 
latest development of sciences. It is entirely wrong to hold any presumably 
correct viewpoint as an absolute truth and thus, to discourage scientists 
from modifying it. The purty must provide a correct leadership for the 
development of sciences, Fundamentally speaking, the party must commit 
itself to developing science in deference to its own laws. The key to 
scientific research is the creation of a political atmosphere characteristic 
of democracy, discipline, freedom, unity of wills, jubilant mood and 
vitality, an atmosphere in which a scientist can work in freedom from fear 
and dares freely express his views. This is a prerequisite for the develop- 
ment of science and culture. While providing leadership for science, the 
party must first create this prerequisite for scientific developments rather 
than just issuing orders or setting up obstacles to the expansion of research, 
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Scientific research differs in every way from the current policy propaganda 
campaign. Its aim is to enhance knowledge on the objective world and to 
know the truth rather than to propagate policies. Some foreign mass media 
have tried to tamper with the development of China's historical re: earch. 
For example, the newspapers and journals in the Soviet Union have charged 
the publishers of the historical works and maps in China with pressing 
claims to the Soviet territory after they published maps of China beginning 
with the Han and Tang dynasties. As a matter of fact, in the era of the 

Han and Tang dynasties, there was no Russia on the map. How could they 
accuse China of extending its influence into their territory in that specific 
period of Chinese history? The Russian demand that the Chinese historians 
compile and write their country's history in conformity with the current 

map of the Soviet Union was really silly and ridiculous, The Chinese his- 
torians have rejected that unreasonable demand, The foreign newspapers 

and journals have really made a mistake in viewing China's scientific re- 
search as a policy propaganda gimmick, Scientific research should not be 
construed as an extension of our current policies. On the contrary, in 
showing regard for facts, all policies must be formulated on the basis of 
the scientific research. Policies must be subjected to tests through their 
implementation so that errors and imperfections can be exposed and redressed. 
To handle such work properly and promptly also calls for scientific analysis 
and research. In that sense, policies themselves are the target of scien- 
tific research. Conscientiously doing this research work well is an im- 
portant concern of social scientists and a direct service to the socialist 
construction, For this reason, such research work deserves support and 
encouragement. Those views that scientific researchers have no rights to 
propose any changes in the current policies are clearly incorrect, 





In short, scientific researchers must work out their plans in conformity 
with the needs of socialist construction. Once they put these plans into 
effect, they should maintain their own views, inference and deduction inde- 
pendent of any policy changes. 


Unlike those practicing subjectivism, scientists believe in only one thing-- 
objective truth. Scientists must assume the responsibility to expose, 
criticize and rectify any fallacies in violation of the objective truth. 
Clearly the bourgeois humanists are not equipped to do this job thoroughly. 
But the Marxist social scientists are capable of fulfilling this responsi- 
bility. They must commit themselves to do so because it concerns how the 
proletariat has remolded the world in conformity with the irresistible 
historical trend of the development of human society, The previously 
stated three lessons, notably, adherence to materialism, respect for dia- 
lectics and the development of science in conformity with its own laws were 
pervaded by a spirit of seeking the truth from facts, We must carry this 
spirit of seeking the gruth from facts through to the end in order to 
accelerate the development of social sciences in ovr country. 


III, Shift of Emphasis of Work and New Prospect of Social Sciences 


The downfall of the "gang of four" marked an end to the dark autocratic 
restorationist rule, and a beginning of the emancipation of our minds. 
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This also gave rise to a desire for reinstatement of social sciences. In 
response to the people's urgent calls, social scientists first moved to 
clean up the long years of ideological and theoretical confusions caused 

by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" during their heyday of power, and then 
took steps to explain to the public why such a political situation occurred. 
The continuation to this date of the movement to expose and criticize Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four" reflected the strength of the people and power 
of social scientists. On the basis of the facts accumulated over the past 

3 years, we can now confirm that the great ideological confusions caused 

by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" have been basically cleaned up and the 
people have received an education in the history of such a counterrevolu- 
tionary scheme to restore the old order. The development of social sciences 
which was once suppressed by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" regained 
strength immediately after their downfall. Since then, research centers for 
social sciences have been widely strengthened in various provinces, munici- 
palities, and autonomous regions, and academic societies and publications 
habe sprung up like bamboo shoots after a spring rain. This fact reflects 
an endorsement of social sciences as an important and essential service by 
the people throughout the country. This came after they had suffered 30 
years, particularly the recent 10 years, of frustrations in this field. 


The progress in socialist revolution and construction in our country under- 
scored an urgent need for developing social sciences. The scientific 
socialist theory was developed by the 19th century European society of 
sciences. It gained popularity immediately after the victory of the October 
revolution, a popularity far surpassing the expectations of Marx and Engels. 
How could we realize the loftiest human ideals from the practice of social 
sciences’? Our initial answer was the copying of Soviet experiences, Facts 
proved this idea wrong, an idea that I am definitely sure did not originate 
from Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought but from dogmatism, Because China 
and the Soviet Union are two different countries, the latter's experiences 
could only be used by us as a reference, In other words, we must blaze 

our own path for developing our socialist construction in accordance with 
the specific conditions of our country. This is a great creative task. In 
performing this task, we may frequently encounter many major theoretical 
problems and policy matters which can be resolved only through full and 
independent research based on the specific conditions. This task related 

to the socialist revolution and construction was not done in the ‘50s. Now 
we have no alternative left but to carry it out, If we decide to delay its 
implementation, we will have to explore everything without guidance. Scien- 
tific research can serve as a basis for solving not only major theoretical 
problems but also many other practical questions concerning the socialist 
construction. For example, scientific research is a service needed by 

those departments in charge of planning, industrial and agricultural pro- 
duction, finance, enterprise management, wages and welfare, family planning 
and population growth as a basis for developing and shaping their correct 
policies and principles. A lack of this research may cause one serious 

loss after another at great expense to the state as well as a delay in 
raising the people's living standards. To avoid such losses, the construc- 
tion of steel mills, auto making plants and other major engineering projects 
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must be based on the historical, economical, geographical, communications, 
geological, hydrological, resource and power surveys conducted by social 
scientists, natural scientists and technologists. Furthermore, field 
scientific investigations can neither be replaced by decisions made by a 
few leading comrades through their office meetings nor by circulars and 
instructions written by them. Of course, attention must be paid to the 
question of how the party committees could provide leadership for science 
research. The leadership of the party committees undoubtedly cannot dis- 
associate themselves from science. In order to provide a correct leader- 
ship, they must get acquainted with science. The construction of engineer- 
ing projects in the capitalist countries is usually preceded by extensive 
consultations among scientists or scientific evaluation. Only by aoing 

so can the capitalists avoid financial losses and cut down waste. Because 
our socialist construction is a task of great significance to nearly one 
billion Chinese people and to the gradual improvement of their living 
standards, all responsible leadership must strictly base every related de- 
cision on the scientific research, and must precede any major capital con- 
struction with scientific investigations. 


This costly lesson seems not too fresh to us, but it has taken us over 20 
years to learn it. It is absolutely necessary to apply this Lesson to 
improve our work, But how can we step up our efforts to overcome bureauc- 
racy, establish reasonable and effective systems, and inspire the masses 

to work hard in order to achieve greater success in all fields of endeavor? 
How can we annihilate the birthmarks of the old society and clear the way 
for the socialist modernization? Social scientists must play a role in 
resolving these questions. The development of social sciences has also 
given rise to a desire for displaying democracy, for promoting scientific 
research work on policy and practical matters and theories of socialist 
construction, Meanwhile, researchers must be granted opportunities to 
fully and freely discuss their achievements, Al! achievements in scientific 
research should be verified and selected for application by the leading 
authorities as they see fit. A scientific research incentive system should 
be established and put into effect in order to encourage greater achievements 
in this field. A flourishing development of science is expected under the 
umbrella of the democratic system and in an environment in which scientific 
research is encouraged rather than restricted, It can also be expected to 
play a role in raising the people's cultural level and accelerating the 
socialist modernization. The system of awarding the scientific achievements 
is expected to contribute significantly to the socialist construction at a 
nominal cost. To make it work, we must prevent authorities concerned from 
practicing equalitarianism. This is because material equalitarianism may 
lead to the obliteration of distinction between the competent and less com- 
petent, thus hampering the development of culture. 





Now all departments throughout the country are beginning to shift the empha- 
sis of their work from exposing and criticizing Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" to the socialist modernization, This shift is specifically vital to 
the development of social sciences. Under the slogan "serve politics," 
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proposed by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," social scientists once went 
astray and became obsessed with empty political talk. After scoring 
success in the struggle to expose and criticize Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four," a struggle which began with the downfall of the gang, the social 
scientists are now shifting the emphasis of their work to scientific re- 
search, as they have wished. Scientific research is now in urgend demand, 
and conditions favoring such work are also better now than at any time in 
history as the socialist modernization is advancing at a high speed. Our 
economic and cultural backwardness was a factor which prevented the people 
from assimilating new ideas. Just as Lu Xun once said, any advanced idea 
would change its color immediately after its arrival in our country because 
the diehard elements obstinately clung to their own belief under the in- 
fluence of backward social and economic practices. Although these backward 
practices described by Lu Xun when he was still alive have undergone radical 
changes since the birth of new China, is it still true that the narrow- 
minded mentality of small production has remained predominant on the front 
of socialist construction and people have still unconsciously viewed feudal- 
ism as socialism during the past 30 years? But man is determined to improve 
his lot and change the world with whatever conditions are available to him. 
As society is moving forward, he can also raise his knowledge and practical 
experience to a new level. Greater achievements in scientific research can 
be anticipated as the socialist modernization is being realized and the 
vision of social scientists is being broadened. The decision to shift the 
emphasis of our work has also provided a guarantee for a greater development 
of social sciences. But to translate this prospect into reality requires 
hard work, The key point here is that all social scientists have to work 
harder now and unhesitatingly treat it as an emergency duty to make up for 
the loss of over 10 years caused by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and to 
catch up in scientific research. In our country, building socialism is a 
great cause and a difficult undertaking. A lofty task now facing our social 
scientists is to work independently to solve all problems concerning social- 
ist construction in accordance with the general Marxist principles. This 
task also calls for a creative spirit and scientific approach, as well as 

a spirit of seeking the truth from facts and adherence to the truth. But 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" practiced cultural autocracy, regarding 
this spirit as seditious and horrible. Fortunately, the cultural autocracy 
lost its popularity immediately after its cruel nature was thoroughly ex- 
posed, The downfall of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" proved that the 
cultural autocracy was anachronistic and therefore could not survive today's 
socialist China, Although we still cannot totally rule out the possibility 
of its resurrection in the days and months ahead, we can now positively say 
that the day that it can hold sway over the people is gone forever. If we 
want to completely eliminate that possibility, we have to bring into full 
play the spirit of adhering to the truth, Certainly, no one will have any 
reason to fear adhering to the truth now, More so are social socialists, 
who are dedicated to the struggle for the truth. They should have no fear 
in performing their duty even if they risk the wrath of God. Science owes 
its boom today to the indomitable spirit of sacrifice displayed by count- 
less scientists in history. In this connection, the best admonition came 








from Marx. He said long ago: "The entrance to the hall of science bears 
a striking resemblance t. the entrance to hell. At that entrance, one is 
required to show neither misgiving nor useless cowardice." 


At that entrance, what one needs most is courage rather than "misgiving" 

and "cowardice." Marx's admonition for courage was honest because it re- 
sulted from “years of his honest search for the truth." Our social scien- 
tists who have to their credit “years of honest search for the truth" can 
now courageously make their presence at the entrance to the hall of science, 
even though that entrance is like an entrance to hell. We are pleased to 
see that a new generation of social scientists daring to search for the 
truth is now emerging before us. Although these youths just fresh from 
school may appear unsophisticated, they have displayed one prominent quality 
unsurpassed by many of their predecessors, that is, thinking independently 
in defiance of outside influence. They have demanded studying problems 
untouched by their predecessors and searching for their solutions. Their 
behavior reminds us that our nation is now capable of thinking and promising 
a bright future. It is important not to dampen their enthusiasm. They must 
be encouraged to study problems and search for the truth. It is neither 
wise to treat them just like any other young men nor advisable to neglect 
their special qualities of value to social sciences. At the same time, 
conscientious efforts must be made to help them study Marxism and make them 
grow in maturity as soon as possible. Youths must also understand that any 
scientific solution for a practical problem calls for long years of dedica- 
tion to research and accumulation of knowledge. in this connection, Marx 
once said: "Illiteracy is neither helpful nor beneficial to anyone at any- 
time." Neither is illiteracy helpful in seeking solutions for scientific 
problems. For this reason, young scientists must work hard to acquire 
knowledge made available by their predecessors. They must study Marxism, 
try to improve their ways and process of thinking, and survey the world 

in a scientific way so that they will not blindly follow others. 





An urgent task facing the social scientists today is to step up their 
efforts to learn and study Marxism, Although we have devoted the past 3 
years to vigorously eliminating chaos and restoring order on the ideological 
and theoretical front, a nationwide discussion on some problems, especially 
the criterion of truth, revealed our inability to grasp the Marxist theory 
well. We must oppose dogmatism and book worship, and take a correct atti- 
tude toward learning and studying the Marxist theory until we can master 

and apply it. We must concentrate on studying not only the Marxist theory 
itself but also the methods its founders applied to survey the historical 
conditions and social problems of their time and to create their theory. 

We must also step up our efforts to study how Marxism has developed during 
the last century. Only thus can we achieve quick success in applying the 
Marxist stand, viewpoint and method to observe and analyze problems so as 

to raise our levels of social sciences. Studying Marxism this way is also 
an education which will help us to enrich and develop Marxism on the basis 
of our practical experiences in socialist revolution and construction. Only 
by following this approach can we truly uphold Marxism, After the Chinese 








revolution suffered three successive defeats caused by the left-deviationist 
dogmatism, Comrade Mao Zedong consistently called for applying Marxism in a 
way that would take into account China's specific conditions, considering 
this "a question that needs to be urgently settled." 


Today, as our country is entering a new period of history, and as the nox- 
ious influence of the modern cult of worship created by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" remains evident, a tremendous task of realizing the socialist 
modernization has fallen on our shoulders. As the great cause of the social- 
ist construction is in progress, the historical question of how to apply 
Marxism in a way that takes into account China's specific conditions has 
again aroused our attention, a question that needs to be urgently settled. 
When the llth CCP Central Committee held its third epoch-making enlarged 
session, it provided guidelines for solving this question. Despite this 
fact, all our social scientists should devote themselves to solving this 
question in accordance with the guidelines of the Party Central Committee 
and Comrade Mao Zedong's study style of seeking the truth from facts and 
integrating theory with practice. It is certain that a successful solution 
for this question would contribute to the great victory for the cause of 
socialist construction and the large-scale development of social sciences 

in our country. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


DEEPENING DISCUSSION ON CRITERION OF TRUTH URGED 
Beijing SIXIANG ZHANXIAN in Chinese No 4, Jul 79 pp 1-5 


[Article by Zhang Lizhou [1728 7812 3166]: "Bring the Discussion on the 
Question of the Criterion of Truth to Greater Depth] 


[Text] As a starting point for another Marxist education campaign and a 
movement for the liberation of thought in our country, the nationwide 
discussion over a year ago on the issue that practice is the only criterion 
for the examination of truth has brought about significant, profound and 
long-lasting influences. Following the shift in the focus of the work of 
the entire party, and following the deepening of the criticism of the ultra- 
leftist line followed by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," the discussion 

is now in the very midst of being further developed to new dimensions in 
breadth and depth. This movement is exerting a motivating influence that 
is becoming more and more obvious, in uniting the ideas of the entire 

party and of the entire nation around the spirit of the Third Plenary 
Session and around the party's Four Modernizations program of construction. 


This discussion has been going on for quite a while already. Why is it 
that it must continue to be developed to greater depth? It is because 
this movement to liberate thought, designed to rectify the line in ideology, 
to restore the credibility and authority of practice, to abolish modern 
superstitions and to weed out the poison of ultra-leftism is not something 
that can be resolved easily, effortlessly through one discussion, or 
through a single round of struggling. At the same time it is also because 
there has been, from the very beginning, debates, dissension and struggle 
on the question of whether this discussion was positive or negative, such 
that the discussion itself has failed to reap its deserved effects and to 
reach its anticipated goals. 


At this point we may as well examine in retrospect the ups and downs in the 
tortuous process through which the discussion on the criterion of truth has 
developed. The facts themselves provide clear enough illustrations for 

the problems and are very educational. They can help us in the enhancement 
of our comprehension and in strengthening our awareness, so that we may 

pay more attention to this discussion and cherish it all the more. 
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Owing to the fact that it is by its very nature a major polemical struggle 
between two fundamentally mutually opposed ideological lines, the discussion 
on the question of the criterion of truth is a major problem relating to 
the future and the destiny of our party, our state, and our nation. For 
this reason, it has appeared, from the very beginning, in very acute forms. 
In the final analysis, should we use practice to examine understanding? or 
should we use understanding to examine practice? In the final analysis, 
what is really raising high the banner of truth, by insisting on upholding 
the standards of practice? or is it to uphold the “Two Everything” principle 
{that everything Chairman Mao said is accurate and the absolute truth and 
that everything he said must be followed and carried out]? This was the 
focus of the debate and the struggle at the very beginning. In its 
assessment of this discussion, the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party 
Central Committee conferred upon it a very high evaluation, and fully 
affirmed its significance. Moreover, it pointed out that "If a party, or 

a state, or a nation, proceeds from the premise of book worship in every- 
thing, its ideology will become petrified, and it will not be able to move 
forward. Its vitality will be terminated and the destruction of the party 
and the state will result." The emphasis, and at such a high degree of 
intensity, which the party has given to the discussion of the criterion of 
truth and the promotion of the liberation of thought has undoubtedly 

removed the foundations of those criticisms which accuse it of "chopping 
down the banner" or "throwing away the knife," and has made it impossible 
for such harsh critiques any longer to be publicized openly and forthrightly. 
Nevertheless, there is still a small handful of people who act in accordance 
with the idealistic ideological line followed by Lin Biao and the "gang 

of four" who are still maintaining a negative attitude towards this discus- 
sion. Not long after the convening of the Third Plenary Session of the llth 
Party Central Committee, and particularly following the re-assertion of 

the Central Committee of the Four Fundamental Principles, all sorts of 
criticisms and refutations were heaped upon the party, criticisms such as: 
"The great discussion has brought about great confusion; all the problems 

in society have been caused by the attempt to liberate ldeology"; "The 
criticism of ‘Two Everything’ is itself basically metaphysical; does it 
mean that we are not going to talk about ‘Everything’ from now on?" and 

"The long anticipated day has finally arrived; it would have been wonderful 
if the Four Fundamental Principles were suggested a few days earlier." 

To those who suffer from the disease of obstinate ultra-leftism, the 
principles, policies and measures formulated at the Third Plenary Session 
were "leftist, revisionist and changed," and the situation since the Third 
Plenary session has been hat of “a gust of reverse wind sweeping for a 
thousand 1i" and “everything is pitch dark." Moreover, all of this is 
counted against the discussion of the criterion of truth; in fact it has 
been branded as "the very source of the chaos." At the same time that this 
wave of "leftist" ideology was reaching its loudest peak, that other rightist 
ideological wave in society also, under the pretext of "liberating ideology," 
carried out a reckless campaign of slandering and attack on the Four 
Fundamental Principles which we have always upheld. These two waves of 
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erroneous ideology, from different angles and in different forms, have 
interfered with the discussion on the criterion of truth and the movement 

of ideological liberation, and have caused no small storm in the ideological 
and theoretical circles, and even in the practical political life of society. 


Any movement of ideological liberation seeks to break through the confines 

of ideological prisons and to effect revolutionary reform. As such it 

cannot, of course, avoid encountering some forces of obstruction. There 

is a very small minority who are to begin with the remnants of the accomplices 
of the “gang of four"; that they should as yet seek to hold out in the 

battle positions held by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" and to obstruct 

the great crrrent of ideological liberation is nothing to marvel about. 

What deserves attention is that this has had some influence and has 

elicited some response from among some of our comrades, and has caused 

some doubts and confusion to appear. To begin with, quite a few comrades 

lack an understanding of the significance of launching the discussion on 

the criterion of truth; they do not comprehend it very well. Under the 
attack and the meddling of a wave of erroneous ideology, such notions as 
whether or not this discussion ought to be continued, whether or not the 
perspective of putting practice in first place ought to be upheld, and 
whether or not the standards of practice ought to be applied to the solution 
of all sorts of problems that emerge in practical work--all these now seem 

to be problematic. The combining of the meddling on the part of the wave 

of erroneous ideology and the doubts originally held by these comrades of 
ours has served to increase the magnitude of the obstruction against 
ideological liberation. However, there are still differences in the states 
in which these comrades find themselves. Ir general there are these three 
types: The first type is made up of those who have become accustomed to 
walking in the old, conventional paths. They always judge the truth or error 
of a matter on the basis of an ultra-leftist point of view, consider problems 
within a metaphysical epistemology and act according to the creed that 
“everything of the past is not to be touched, while everything from now on 
is to be nothing but an imitation and transplanting of things of the past. 
After a while, they become too accustomed to these manners and have become 
unable to leap out of their constraints. If the slightest modification of 
the solidified ways were to be suggested, these people would think that it 
was "out of place," "a desertion of the keylink and deviation from the 
line," they would feel unaccustomed and uncomfortable and they would resent 
it. The second type is made up of those who have suffered rectification 
and criticism in the course of the complex struggle of the past. They 
always have a lingering fear in their hearts; they look to the right and 
to the left all the time, and do not dare to step out of bounds at all. 
Even if they should take a few cautious steps in the direction of the trend 
towards ideological liberation, they are always looking to see which way 
the wind blows when they are walking, and at the slightest signal of change 
they will turn tail and run. A third type looks at problems purely from 
the perspective of simple class sentiments, or they are partial in their 
epistemology and lack a scientific attitude towards the discovery of truth. 
They have p.iaced the principle of upholding the standards of practice in 
opposition to the principle of raising high the banner of Marxism-Leninism 
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and Mao Zedong thought and promoting the leadership role of theory. As 

soon as it was suggested that theory cannot be the criteriom of truth and 
that even the words of the tutors of the revolution mist be subjected to 

the examination of practice, they feel that the authority of theory and 

the prestige of the leaders have been impaired. They cannot think the 
problem through, and they are unable to accept it; as such they are 
unavoidably incompatible with the movement of ideological liberation. There 
are many reasons for such expressions of these three types of positions, but 
the major reason remains that the poison of Lin Biao and the “gang of 

four,” and their ultra-leftist line has not yet been thoroughly weeded out, 
such that people's minds and their hands and feet are still tightly bound, 
and they are as yet in a petrified or semi-petrified condition. This 
petrified or semi-petrified condition is the internal cause which allaa 

the wave of erroneous ideology to have effect. Unless this condition is 
dispelled, there will be a market for erroneous ideology, and the obstacles 
to ideological liberation will be difficult to sweep away. 


What has the tortuous course of development of the discussion on the 
criterion of truth told us? It has told us that the revolutionary tide of 
ideological liberation is irreversible. Even though it has come up against 
obstacle upon obstacle, it will continue to develop. It also tells us 
that in order for the movement of ideologiczl liberation to attain any 
measure of assurance of success, a great effort is yet required to clear 
its path and to sweep away all meddlesome obstacles. In such an effort, 
the most important thing is to do more publicity, to further mobilize and 
educate the broad masses of the cadres and the masses so that they will 
truly understand the greatly profound and long-lasting significance of the 
discussion on the criterion of truth, and will rise up as one to resist 
the meddlesome obstacies and to sweep them aside, so as to continuously 
bring the discussion into greater and greater depth. 


In general, we may understand the need to develop more deeply the discus- 
sion on the criterion of truth in these three aspects: 


First, it is for the purpose of dispelling chaos from the ground up and 
restoring peace. 


Practice is the one and only criterion for the examination of truth. It 

is a fundamental principle and basic common knowledge of Marxism to uphold 
the notion that all such things of the subjective realm as ideology, theory, 
line, policy, plan and proposals have to undergo the examination of practice. 
In accordance with this principle, we must follow the course of "practice, 
comprehend, practice again and then comprehend again: in order to arrive 

at understanding, and we must develop the revolutionary style of studying, 
of seeking for the truth in reality, of beginning from the premise of 
practicality in all things, and of combining theory with practice. For 

sO many years, this Marxist basic principle, course of understanding and 
revolutionary style of learning have been distorted, altered and ruined 
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by Lin Biao and the “gang of four," and everything has been thrown into 
unspeakable chaos. They have manufactured superstitions, established 
taboos, and have promoted the notion that only "book worship" or even the 
uncritical acceptance of snippets of quotations, a word here, an isolated 
sentence there, can be the sole criterion for the examination of the truth. 
By doing so, they have reduced the ideological line of dialectical materi- 
alism to an idealistic and metaphysical ideological lime. As a result, the 
practical criteria for the examination of truth have been discarded and 
replaced by so-called “ideological criterion," "standard line," “the 
criterion of power" and what-not. As a consequence of this, everybody is 
afraid to say anything that does not fit into “book worship” and such 

other constraining frameworks, and are therefore unable to accomplish 
anything. 


In order to dispel this petrified or semi-petrified condition and to liberate 
people from the modern superstitions manufactured by Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four,” the only method is to promote the discussion on the criterion of 
truth, in order to restore the authority of practice and to set aright 

the ideological line. This is because the perspective that practice is the 
only criterion for the examination of truth can serve as a weapon to 

sweep away the pollution and poison of the ultra-leftist line, it can 

serve as a key to open the gate to ideological liberation, it can serve 

as a measure to delineate right from wrong, truth from taleehood, and good 
from evil. Without such an attempt to resolve the problem from the premise 
of epistemology and to dispel chaos and restore order from the ground up, 
it is practically impossible to put back on its feet a situation in which 
the notion of right and wrong in theory, in line and in ideology has been 
stood on its head. The fact that all sorts of obstacles have emerged since 
the Third Plenary Session, in the area of handling of problems left behind 
by history, in the area of reversing judgments in unjustly tried, or 
falsely brought up, or incorrectly decided cases, in the area of carrying 
out the resolutions of the two documents having to do with agriculture, 

in the area of concretizing economic policy, in the area of doing a good 
job of rectifying the workstyles in the party and in society at large, in 
the area of promoting a good revolutionary tradition, and in the work of 
setting right professional practices, principles and policies on all 
fronts--all such phenomena have greatly to do with the fact that at an 
earlier period the discussion on the criterion of truth has not been 
sufficiently widespread or penetrating. Unless this problem is solved, 
will not the attempt to shift the focus of the work of the entire party 
become largely nothing but empty rhetoric? How much longer do we have to 
wait before the prevailing poison of the ultra-leftist line be rooted out? 
What hope is there for our party and our country? 


Second, it is for the purpose of accurately summing up our experiences. 


We have been engaged in socialist revolution and in socialist construction 
for almost 30 years now. We have traveled a difficult and tortuous path 








and have accumulated abundant experience. Amon ese, there are successful 
and correct experiences, but there are also negative experiences and 
experiences of failures. Whether the experience is a positive or a negative 
one, we have paid the price for learning, and all are extremely precious. 

It will be a great benefit to us to be able to sum up these experiences 
accurately; it will be to our advantage in our upholding of the truth, in 
correcting ourselves of our errors and in avoiding or reducing our pro- 
pensity to fill into a repetition of past mistakes and to go through greater 
ups and downs in the future. 


How can experience be summed up accurately? It can be dome only by main- 
taining that practice is the only criterion for the examination of truth, 
and by upholding the Marxist ideological line. Whether our work develops 
smoothly or meets with setbacks is ultimately determined by whether or not 
the subjective conforms to the objective, and whether theory conforms to 
practice; it is determined by whether or not our line, principle, policy, 
plans and measures conform to objective law and whether or not they can 
Stand up to the test of practice. It is only by carrying out analysis, 
judgment, comparison and examination according to the standards of practice 
that we can gain an objective basis to really determine clearly what is 
right and what is wrong, end why a certain thing is right and why a certain 
thing is wrong, and thereby establish correct conclusions and scientific 
explanations. Such a summing up is a process of accurately determining 
right and wrong and at the same time a process of learning, enhancing 

our understanding and transforming it. Through summing up of experience, 
more people can come to understand the objective law and to grasp the 
sighificance of both positive and negative experiences. Moreover, it can 
cause sentient knowledge to be raised to the level of rational knowledge, 
and transform incomplete, inaccurate understanding into relatively complete 
and accurate understanding. This will allow us to reduce our blindness in 
our new practice, it will strengthen our self-awareness, and provide us 
with a firmer and more reliable basis to proceed forward. Some of our 
comrades are either blinded to the path that they have previously traveled 
and the work that they have done in the past, lacking a summing up, and 
take right to be wrong and vice versa, or else they do not have the courage 
to sum up experiences realistically, and therefore they fail to affirm the 
things that ought to be affirmed, fail to negate the things that ought to 
be negated, fail to uphold the things that ought to be upheld, fail to 
reject the things that ought to be rejected, or else they are confined by 
the narrowness of their own individual worlds, and can absorb the lessons 
of experiences only negatively, therefore becoming overly cautious, unable 
to pick up their own spirits, and therefore accomplish nothing. All these 
conditions illustrate how essential it is for us, through the increasingly 
penetrating discussion on the criterion of truth, to allow our comrades 

to learn how to accurately sum up experiences by applying the criterion 

of truth. 


Third, it is for the purpose of facilitating the promotion of the 
development of socialist modernization. 


uy 





In China's revolutionary history in modern times, there have been three 
great movements of ideological liberation, that is, the May Fourth Move- 
ment, the Rectification Campaign at Yenan, and the current movement of 
ideological liberation. These three movements have something in common 

on the fundamental issue, in that they all seek to launch a crossing of 
swords between the new and the old and to 1esolve the problem of the 
ideological line. On the other hand, however, each has its own specific 
background, contents and mission, which call for concrete analysis. 
Currently, this new movement of ideological liberation is a major historical 
turning point in our country; it is carried out for the purpose of sweeping 
away and washing out the modern superstitions manufactured by Lin Biao 

and the “gang of four,” so that the shifting of the focus of the work of 
the entire party may be smoothly realized and socialist modernization may 
be promoted in triumph. In is precisely because the Four Modernizations 
construction program must be heralded by the liberation of ideology that 
this ideological liberation movement must itself begin with the discussion 
on the criterion of truth. Therefore it has become all the more obvious 
that bringing the discussion to greater depth is an important and urgent 
task. It ought to be said that the promotion of the Four Modernizations 
construction is the ultimate and fundamental goal for the launching of 

the discussion on the criterion of truth. In the foregoing we have 
emphasized its necessity by discussing its significance in dispelling 
chaos and restoring peace, and in facilitating the summing up of experiences; 
ultimately, however, we must admit that it is for this fundamental purpose 
of promoting the Four Modernizations. 


Jusi think, we intend to bring about modernization in China's own fashion 
in a country which has a huge population and a vast territory, a country 
whose basis for modernization is too weak, a country which, moreover, has 
experienced 10 years of ruinous devastation at the hands of Lin Biao and 
the "gang of four," and whose national economy was on the very brink of 
collapse. Since we cannot find ready-made solutions to this problem in 
"book worship" for Marx and Lenin, and we cannot merely transplant foreign 
methods wholesale, what can we do? All we can do is to maintain that 
practice is the only criterion for the examination of truth and thus to 
integrate the universal truth of Marxism with the concrete conditions of 
practice in the modernization and construction in our country. We must 
study the new conditions, solve new problems, be bold in exploration and 
in innovation. Through practice we must gradually grasp the peculiar 

laws of a Chinese mode of modernization, to accurately resolve the problems 
of the concrete course, principle, policy and measures of the Four Modern- 
izations, to accurately reform the relations of production and the super- 
structure which have become incompatible with the rapidly developing 
forces of production, and to sweep away all old customs and forces which 
stand in the way of the realization of the Four Modernizations. The 
Central Committee has formulated the major policy decision that we will 
concentrate our efforts so as to win the first major battle in the Four 








Modernizations within 3 years’ time. It has set forth the principle of 
readjustment, reform, reorganization and improvement, as well as the methods, 
measures and steps to be taken in the direction of fulfilling this principle. 
This itself its a vivid expression that it is upholding the tenet that 
practice is the only criterion for the examination of truth, that it is 
boldly prepared to expose contradictions realistically and adept at re- 
solving contradictions from the premise of reality. Naturally, in the 
course of carrying out the “Eight Character Policy" we must yet uphold the 
standards of practice, and use them to resolve a whole series of complex 
relationships as well as resolve a whole series of concrete problems; only 
then will it be possible for us to truly put the national economy in the 
orbit of sustained, proportionate and high-speed development. Therefore 

it can be said that the development of the discussion on the criterion of 
truth towards greater penetration and depth is a necessity in the promotion 
of the construction of the Four Modernizations and also in the current effort 
to win the first battle in realizing the Four Modernizations. Some comrades 
regard this discussion as a purely theoretical issue having not much 
relationship to practical work; that is because they do not understand that 
the ideological lime controls all. The question of whether or not the 
ideological line is correct plays a determining role in the success or 
failure of the Four Modernizations. 


Some comrades feel that they do not comprehend the emphasis put on developing 
the discussion on the criterion of truth to greater penetration and depth. 
They ask: "Just a while ago there was talk about maintaining the Four 
Fundamental Principles and now there is talk about maintaining the standard 
of practice. I am totally baffled; it seems to be a no-win situation. What 
in fact is going on?" This involves a question of understanding accurately 
the relationship between upholding the Four Fundamental Principles and 
upholding the standard of practice and dealing correctly with the relation- 
ship between promoting the discussion on the criterion of truth and carrying 
out education of the Four Principles. Our explanation is that the two 
things are in total conformity with one another, and ought not to be re- 
garded as two mutually contradictory things. Maintaining the socialist 
road, maintaining the dictatorship of the proletariat, maintaining the 
leadership of the Communist Party, maintaining Marxism-Leninism and Mao 
Zedong Thought--these are the Four Fundamental Principles which we have 
formed through a long period of revolutionary practice. They are derived 
from practice, they must be employed to direct practice, and moreover they 
are to be continuously enriched and developed in practice. Whether or nor 
there is adherence to the Four Fundamental Principles cannot be determined 
simply by what is said, but must primarily be determined by what is being 
done; it is not merely a theoretical issue, it is a question of practice. 

It is obvious that, no matter from what angle it is being perceived, 
adherence to the Four Fundamental Principles cannot be divorced from 
practice in the slightest. Its practical character is precisely the 
clearest manner of demonstrating that adherence to the Four Fundamental 
Principles is in conformity with the adherence to the standard of practice. 








We must also perceive that the current neec to reassert the adherence to 
the Four Fundamental Principles is precisely based on the fact that we 

have suffered from serious meddling in this respect by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four,” such that a small minority oppose adherence to the Four 
Principles while many people simply do not know how to uphold the Four 
Principles. In the several preceding years, scientific socialism had been 
distorted and its place was taken by a common, impoverished fake socialism; 
the dictatorship of the proletariat became a feudalistic fascistic “all- 
round dictatorship," the leadership of the Communist Party was twisted 

out of recognition, and became a sectarian “substitution of the party by 
the gang"; even the scientific truth of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought became deified and became religious dogma. Therefore, in order 
that the Four Fundamental Principles may be correctly upheld, the first 
thing to be done must be to maintain that practice is the only criterion 
for the examination of truth, thereby abolishing superstitions, liberating 
thought, judging correctly between right and wrong and drawing clearly the 
lines of demarcation. Unless this is accomplished, you may wish subjec- 
tively to uphold the Four Fundamental Principles, but in reality you will 
often find that it impossible to do so. Furthermore, you might even 

either consciously or unconsciously adhere to those things which were the 
result of the distortions and usurpations of Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four," and you will find your feet wandering back onto the deviant paths 

of “lingering memories." Take the matter of upholding Marxism-Leninism 

and Mao Zedong Thought for example {n the past, starting from the premise 
of a counterrevolutionary purpose, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" 
described the leader as a god that stands above the wasses and transcends 
classes, they coated the thought and theorles of the leader with layer 

upon layer of mystifying colors, and did everything they possibly could to 
lead the masses’ faith in Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought onto the 
evil path of religious belief. This type of modern superstition has 
shackled people's minds and stifled their thought, causing serious damage. 
Without maintaining that practice is the only criterion for the examination 
of truth, without restoring the true, scientific outlook to Marxisma- 
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, withouc drawing the lines clearly between 
revolutionary faith and modern superstition, will there be any possibility 
of correctly upholding Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought? The answer 
can only be negative. It is precisely because some people have not adhered 
to the standard of practice that there are now two sorts of phenomena on 
this issue: as soon as dispelling modern superstitions is mentioned, some 
people immediately think that perhaps Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought are no longer in style, and their faith in them is shaken or they 
lose faith in them altogether. On the other hand, there are some people 
who revert back to the cage of the "Two Everything” as soon as they hear 
the words “uphold” and "raise high,” and they start once again to get 
involved in promoting a deviant form of che stuff of "every word is truth." 
Both the education on adhering to the Four Principles and the discussion 

on the question of the criterion of truth must be connected to and united 
with the spirit of the party's Third Plenary Session, and become component 
parts of the movement of ideological liberation; they must be resolutely 











and unwaveringly carried forward. 


In what direction should the continued and increased penetration of the 
discussion on the question of the criterion of truth be currently taken? 
So far the discussion has only had a start, and by and large it has been 
launched primarily only in the theoretical circles and in some organs, and 
some schools. There has not yet been enough time to extend it widely among 
the basic level cadres and the masses. In some areas, including our 
province of Yunnan, even the beginning has not been done too well, and now 
the problem is primarily one of catching up in our learning. Whether it 
is a case of having had a good start and now the problem being one of 
increased penetration, or a case where there has not yet been a good start 
and some catching up is necessary, the emphasis in all situations must now 
be on practical work and on the basic level cadres and the masses. The 
broad masses of the basic level cadres and the masses themselves were the 
direct participants in the actual carrying out of the Three Great Revolu- 
tionary Struggles. They have the richest experience, they are the most 
realistic, they are more entitled to have their opinions known than anyone 
else, and they are the most receptive to the perspective that practice is 
the only criterion of truth. If, by relating to the work they carry out 
and the reality with which they are in touch, we carry out among them some 
popular education and propaganda on the Marxist ideological line, and 
organize them to promote the discussion on the question of the criterion 
of truth and to sum up practical experience,: whether positive or negative, 
we will be able to integrate the scientific truth of Marxism with the 
revolutionary practice of the millions of the masses, and thereby create 
an unlimited material and spiritual force. This great force is bound 

to propel, ever more rapidly and ferociously, the development of the tide 
of ideological liberation, and ensure the triumphant realization of our 
goal of socialist modernization. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


ANCIENT PERSONNEL POLICY REVIEWED FOR CURRENT REFERENCE 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO [ENLIGHTENMENT DAILY] in Chinese 4 Dec 79 p 4 


[Article by Liu Qian [0491 0051]: “Brief Discussion on How Emperor Taizong 
of Tang Dynasty Trained Talented Persons”] 


[Text] Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty was an active emperor of China's 
feudal society. It was his opinion that, for the purpose of establishing 
and maintaining the long-term stability and tranquillity of the state, nothing 
was more important than training a large contingent of talented persons. 
Together with Fang Xuanling and others, he diagnosed the failure of Emperor 
Wen of the preceding Sui Dynasty as consisting primarily in his ignorance in 
how to make use of people of various backgrounds and talents. On his own 
part, therefore, the emperor wanted to "select all talents under heaven in 
order to handle all relevant affairs under heaven, thereby charging them 
each with a pertinent office and a set of expected achievements and making 
use of the talent of each to the fullest extent possible." For this reason, 
he proceeded to establish several systems which were beneficial toward the 
training of talented persons at the very beginning of the founding of his 
state and which eventually reaped not a few good results during the Tang 
period. 


1. Paying Attention to Training Talents Within the Greater Royal Family 


Originally, pioneer Gaodzu of the Tang House, Li Yuan, realized that the 
situation was not yet stablized enough in the interest of his new dynasty; 
he therefore made a point to confer offices and titles almost indiscrim- 
inately on members of his greater royal family so as to firmly establish 
his own prestige and authority. As a result, even a few dozens of children 
in their early teens who axe to be only his distant cousins were given 
such offices and/or titles.4 When Taizong himself acceeded to the throne, 
he raised some question about this practice. The chief of the Junior 
(Righthand) Section of his Royal Secretariat, Feng Deyi, observed: "Upon 
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a systematic review of the royal title conferment practices of past dynasties, 
I discover that at no time have such titles ever been granted so freely in 
such large numbers as they have been since the beginning of our own dynasty." 
"This is because our primogenitor has regarded all under heaven as his private 
property, but the practice is hardly the fairest way to rule over everybody 
and everything." After hearing this, Taizong readily agreed, and said: “The 
way 1 manage the affairs of the country is for the benefit of the people, and 
certainly not for keeping the people at work just in order to sustain my own 
relatives.” Thereupon, those more distantly related to him who had been given 
the cheapened kingly titles were demoted to the level of a prefectural duke, 
leaving the kingly titles granted only to a few exceptionally meritorious 
ones.© Even in the case of those left with a kingly conferment, they were 
still asked to hold the office of a local military or administrative magis- 
trate, and their promotion and demotion, reward and punishment were treated 

in the same way as others; their kingly status thus afforded them but a 

title and a title only--unlike their counterparts of the preceding Han 
Dynasty, when each would enjoy a fixed fief and actually establish a small 
kingdom and hence effortlessly relish the attendant honor and glory and pass 
it down from generation to generation. This led to precisely what has been 
described as a case of “Everyone finds his name in the register of such con- 
ferments, but none is assured of any unshakeable stability [in the form of 

an estate]."3 Under such new circumstances, members of the younger generation 
in the royal family became more o~ less subject to some restraint and there- 
fore found themselves unable to do whatever they pleased within the nominal 
territorial domains of their conferments. As for his statement "not for keep- 
ing the people at work just in order to sustain my own relatives,” it was but 
a stylized allusion; in reality, his true goal was no other than requiring 

the people to work forever "just in order to sustain my own relatives." 


The way to use people is to place them in the midst of the masses and have 
them directly participate in various types of work there; only thus can 
truly useful talents be properly trained. To a feudal emperor, only off- 
spring of his greater royal family so trained can genuinely play a role as 
his protective vassals. It was with an eye on such an eventuality that 
Emperor Taizong of Tang decided to place those offspring on concrete posts 
in order to test them. In his edict issued to his conferees the King of 
the Jing Prefect, Yuanjing, and others in the llth year of the Zhenguan 
period of his reign, he had this to say: "Since the emperor's rule is such 
a grave responsibility, it can hardly be accomplished by having it charged 
to one single person. Since the nation's territory is so vast, only by 
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relying on enough people can its security be assured with some ease...Let 

us adopt the good titles of the various departments passed down to us, and 
let us take into consideration also the old system of establishing a number 
of vassal states; while the practice of providing them with their respective 
jurisdictions and fiefs is thus preserved, their duty to run the government 
together, above all, is most important, indeed. "4 This is to say that it is 
impossible for any one person to try to protect the emperor's ruling enter- 
prise; only knowing how to employ the right kind of people would suffice. 
The fundamental design of establishing a network of vassal states was no 
Otiier tnan having offspring of the royal family take over a series of struc- 
tured posts and offices in an orderly manner so that, with the kingdoms and 
princely jurisdictions assigned to them, they could carry out a joint rule 
in behalf of the emperor. In the case of those who took upon themselves to 
discuss the matter of the feudal system, they often placed emphasis solely 
on the obedience or recalcitrance of the kingly conferees with whom the 
emperor surrounded himself and thereby appraised its merits and demerits; 
this was not a comprehensive enough approach. But Wang Fuzhi's "On Reading 
the General History [Intended to Enlighten Current Rule]," for one, provided 
&@ relatively more profound discourse on Emperor Taizong of Tang as to the 
latter's view of the feudal system. He pointed out, first of all, that 
“Speaking of abundance of talents in the royal family, no dynasty can compare 
with that of Tang"; the reason for this was precisely because Emperor Taizong 
had dealt with the question of hiring those talents properly. According to 
him, the fault of the feudal conferment practices of the various dynasties 
was essentially that they made “those powerful and clever preponderant and 
hence pompous, and those dull-witted and simplistic content with their com- 
fortable lot and hence oblivious of their duties; consequently, if they did 
not fall in tne pattern of the behaviors of Liu Bi and Sima Lun, who attempted 
to swallow up and hence ultimately destroyed each other, they usually turned 
into those who acted no better than pigs in a pen, struggling to get just 
something to eat, be it wheat or weed." A more preferable approach was 
adopted by Emperor Taizong of Tang, since he “allocated the amounts of sal- 
aries and ranks of offices [to the offspring of the royal family] sparingly, 
and sought as a matter of fact to send them along the road to officialdom by 
the same steps followed by other striving scholars. Thus, the officialdom 
itself was spared of those who achieved no reputation of their own but who 
had to be accommodated on the one hand, and those who came forward would be 
rewarded genuinely, if at all possible, on the basis of the fine qualities 
they could exhibit in their personal character, their essays, their example 
in administrative work, and their achievement in martial studies. Such 
candidates must thus seek their advancement along with other ordinary candi- 
dates without any special privilege accrued automatically to them at the 
expense of others. Under such circumstances, it was a matter of necessity 
that they should stimulate and encourage one another in improving themselves 
so as to deserve the offices at the head of many others, and so as to play a 
real role in serving as the defenders and protectors of the imperial house. 
Consequently, many talented offspring of the royal family of Tang rose to be 
ministers, generals, and magistrates of sizable provinces and commanders of 
strategic garrison prefects through such a competitive process, taking it as 
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a shame to while their time away as vain playboys.” This was a most 
pertinent view, indeed. Among such offspring of the Tang House, the King 
of Wu's grandson of the Lo branch family line of descent, Xing, and the 
King of An, Li Wei, as well as his three sons, Li Heng, Li Feng and Li 
Xian, who built up @ prestige both at home and abroad and who were known 
for their enforcement of strict discipline among members of their respec- 
tive families; also the King of Jiang's grandson of the Hun branch family 
line of descent, Li Zhifang, who fulfilled the mission the emperor charged 
to him abroad without fail: these were all fine examples of the well-known 
officials of the time who made important contributions to the nation. 


II. Emphasis Was Placed on Both Aristocrats and Plebeians in the Engagement 
of Talents 


Taking the same point of departure as that in the treating of offspring of 
the royal family, the early administration of the Tang Dynasty's treatment 
of the relationship between talents of the scholarly families and those of 
the plebeian families proved to be also more appropriate. 


After Emperor Wen of the Wei Dynasty established a rigid nine-rank structure 
for his officialdom based on family lineage, a custom was initiated by which 
those who came from high-ranking families would automatically occupy high- 
ranking offices. This custom was passed down to the Northern and Southern 
Dynasties, and there thus sprang up in society a stratum of privileged people 
who relied solely on “selling the pine trees in their ancestors’ graveyards” 
for a living and for their status. Ina letter to Quan Deyu, Liu Mian of 

the Tang period had this to say: “Scholarly families were especially honored 
during the Wei and Jin Dynasties, hence descendants of these families always 
bragged about their family status."5 By “bragging about their family status” 
was meant that descendants of the old, high-ranking families were always 
inclined to become arrogant and impudent. They needed to cultivate neither 
virtue nor learning in order to enter the officialdom; nor did it take any 
meritorious achievement for them to get promoted and rewarded. Even when 
they committed crimes, they could often go unpunished. As a result, they 
indulged in taking advantage of their established family prestige and their 
ready comforts and eventually became the conservative forces in the feudal 
society. This family status system itself, too, became an obstacle in the 
way of society's development forward. By the time of Enperor Wen of the 

Sui Dynasty, efforts began to be made to combat such an unreasonable state 

of affairs; but, because of the resistance put up by the scholarly families, 
they led to nothing but ‘troubles for the administrators above, and confusion 
amongst those affected below." Only after the peasant uprisings of the later 
period of the Sui Dynasty, when heavy blows were dealt the scholarly and the 
landlord families, was it possible for Emperor Taizong of the succeeding Tang 
Dynasty to adopt effective measures to suppress the old scholarly families. 


The first thing Emperor Taizons sf Tang did was to order the compilation of 
a "Register of Families,” which served to do away with the status of the old 
families and establish the privileges of new familes of noble lineage. Such 
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& measure of delivering a blow to the old forces and fostering new groups 
was entirely necessary under the then prevailing conditions. The theoret- 
ical basis for Emperor Taizong of Tang to fix the ranks of the new families 
was this: “There is no need to consider people of several generations back; 
only their present ranks in the officialdom should be taken into considera- 
tion in setting up the new grades. "¢ if they had no successors, even the 
current families of status would decline to insignificance; on the other 
hand, those from poor families and families of low ranks could also advance 
rapidly upward on the bureaucratic ladder and earn family status for them- 
selves. Prime Minister Zhang Jiuling of the Kaiyuan reign was precisely 
such a “poor orphan of Linghai” whose family was of a low origin.! But, 

no effort was made to exclude the offspring of the old families; so long 

as they proved to be talented and learned and meritorious in their pursuits, 
the way was still broad and smooth for them to enter officialdom. 


This is not to say, of course, that no influence of the scholarly families 
was left in the whole period of the Tang Dynasty. On the contrary, the 
influence of the scholarly families remained considerable. Even Emperor 
Taizong of Tang himself sought to graft his family to that of Lao Zi, 
declaring that "My own lineage originated from the fardily rank of [Lao Zi's 
status as] Official Historian" (Imperial Recordings of the Hunyuan Period," 
Vol 8). This shows how he, too, admired high family status, although he 
was determined to destroy its political privilege under his rule. Because 
of the fact that the Tang House had sought from the very founding of the 
dynasty to set forth such an authoritative policy, under no circumstances 
were the scholarly families able to exert their influence in such &@n unscru- 
pulous way and to do as they pleased as in the days of the old family status 
system, for the plebeian families of poor origins confronting them were 
already qualified and enjoying pertinent conditions to oppose them. For 
instance, Li Gui, prime minister of the Qianyuan period, was praised by 
Emperor Suzong of Tang as the embodiment of three tiptop assets: family 
status, personality, and literary talent. This helped swell the former's 
head and he thereby took so much pride in his family status that he started 
to look down upon the poor families. When Yuanzai was recommended to him 
by Imperial Secretary Miao Jinging, Li Gui even had this to say: “Only when 
scholars of stately physique and noble origin are left out would one see 
such a mediocrity of homely outlook coming forward to seek office here." 
Whether or not Li Gui might be thus considered as a bad man, and no matter 
what became of Yuanzai later, such a backward view based on one's blood 
lineage can only be erroneous. Therefore, not only was Li Gui unable to 
preclude Yuanzai's advancement, he also suffered a heavy blow because of 
this.’ There was also a poet by the name of Rong Yu who gained the atten- 
tion of Governor of the Imperial Municipality Li Luan; the latter was 
inclined to have his own daughter married to him, but was deterred by his 
poor family background and insignificant name. The governor therefore asked 
him to change his name before the marital relationship was to be settled; 
but Rong Yu firmly declined to do so.9 This was because the poor but proud 
scholars of this time were already in a position to assert their will and 
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strive for what they wanted, not deigning to attach themselves to high- 
ranking persons or families any longer. Thus, while the names of these 
scholarly families remained, their privileges were considerably reduced. 
Only when such family backgrounds are not taken as the criteria for 
recruitment can the consequence of suppresring the well-trained and leav- 
ing the talented unrecognized be avoided, indeed, and only thus can the 
country have hope. 


III. Relying on Advanced Civil Examination Programs for Extensive Recruitment 


Reliance on the compilation of a "Register of Families” was, to the plebeian 
families, but a blank check which they could not cash; it was useless to have 
the qualifications for advancement but to lack at the same time avenues for 
such advancement. Emperor Taizong of Tang changed the practice of the olden 
days when the selecting officer of a province or a prefect was given the 
responsibility to decide on the candidates. Under him, a province and a 
prefect could recommend such candidates, but it was up t> ‘ue central author- 
ities to make the final decision. And those recommerded by the province or 
he prefect were no longer selected on the basis of their family genealogies; 
all those who achieved erudition through study programs of their own were 
allowed to request recommendation, and all those who passed the examination 
at such local levels would be recommended to the central authorities to have 
themselves further tested and selected. This served to pave the way for 
advancement for those who were equipped with genuine taients and real learn- 
ing. Therefore, the Scholarship Advancement Examination really played its 
positive role under conditions prevailing at the time. There were many sub- 
Sects on which the central authorities gave examinations for recruitment 
purposes; among them Classics Exposition and Scholarship Advancement were 
most important. Most successful officials and famous commanders often cane 
through these examinations, and among those who passed Scholarship Advance- 
ment, there were especially many poor students to begin with. Examined 
under the Scholarship Advancement Program were poetry, essay writing, and 
policy analysis, which were not as restrictive as the Classics Exposition 
Program, under which the filling of blocked out spaces in the texts of the 
classics and recitation of such texts were tested instead. In the former 
case, one could let go of one's imagination and resort to free speculation; 
this provided one with an opportunity to show one's individual talent and 
intelligence. In addition, the poems of standardized measures tested under 
the program happened to be also the most fashionable and meet emphasized 
type in, those days; therefore, scholars pursued them with great relish and 
turned them into the instrument with which they would struggle for the rest 
of their lives in seeking a better future through such examinations. One 
day, Emperor Taizong of Tang climbed up to the Central Gate of the Imperial 
Palace to watch the proceeding~ [of the Advanced Scholarship examination 
program]. Seeing the newly admitted licentiates emerging in procession he 
gleefully proclaimed: “The nation's talents are now all in my trap! "LO 
This vivid rejoicing on his part can be easily visualized, indeed. According 
to the old system, it was originally the evaluation clerk of the Personnel 
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Administration who was put in charge of running the examination and recruit- 
ment programs. By the Kaiyuan period, there happened the incident of Scholar- 
ship Advancement examination participants abusing a presiding clerk named Li 
Ang; critics then opined that the evaluation clerk's position was too low and 
could not command the respect of all those participants in the examination. 
The practice was then changed to having the deputy minister of protocol take 
charge of such programs. This also reflected an elevation of the status of 
the Scholarship Advancement examination participants themselves. Du Mu, 

poet of the late period of the Tang Dynasty, at one time listed 19 prominent 
high-ranking officials of the Tang period, including Fang Xuanling, Ho Chujun, 
Lou Shide, Zhang Jianzhi, Guo Yuanzhen, Wei Znigu., Yao Cong, Song Jing. Zhang 
Jiuling, Zhang Xun, Pei Du, etc. “All these were people on whom the nation's 
existence, stability, and governance have depended."11 Actually, important 
people of the period were by no means limited to these. If scholars of the 
literary circles and the academic institutions were added, well-known talents 
would have been far more numerous. his can hardiy fail to be recognized as 
a result of the institution of the civil service examination. 


Of course, those who passed the Scholarship Advancement examination and those 
who were recommended as local scholars were once also subject to attacks. 
This was because some of these advanced iicentiates turned out to be rather 
flippant in their words and lex in their conduct, which came to be taken as 
a pretext by others, who alleged that “Those wno come forward through the 
civil examination programs are often superficial and dereiict of any sense 
of discipline; they are hardly good timber for important posts."12 Another 
reason was that certain defects developed eventually from the civil exami - 
nation system, and these were seized upon by offspring of certain powerful 
families as unwarranted opportunities for their own advancement. The oppo- 
sition thus expressed in respect to such defects was not necessarily oppo- 
sition to the civil examination system itseif. This was the case especially 
of Li Deyu, one of the principals in the "Niu-Li Factional Struggle,” who was 
really concerned about the way the civil service examination was developing 
and who therefore actually tried to make it play its real role of recruiting 
appropriate talents for the nation. Because of this, & poem was spread wide 
and far at the time, which reads: "All the @00 poor civil service examination 
participants could not help shedding tears [in the face of the difficulties 
they encountered under the adulterated system). and, spontaneously, they all 
turned their heads at once southward in the direction of Li of Yaizhou."13 
Not that there was really no one who genuinely opposed the Scholarship 
Advancement examination system; but that those who did were but plotting 
eunuchs and power-mongering bureaucrats. These were the rotten forces in 

the society of that time. Toward these rotten forces, the advanced licen- 
tiates who came from the poor families were duly alert; it was often they, 
therefore, who took the initiative in struggling against such rotten forces, 
and the rotten forces, in turn, likewise developed a sense of vigilance toward 
them. For instance, in the civil service examination held in the sixth year 
of the TMianbao reign, “Because of the fact that Li Linfu was afraid of the 
possibility of those participating scholars from the remote regions of the 
country resorting to certain condemnation of his treachery in their policy 
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analyses,” he went co fur as to try to cover up the whole sky with the palm 
of his hand by flunking them all, “it thus turned out that no one made the 
grade. Li Linfu thereby submitted a memorial to the emperor to congratulate 
him that he now found no talents left unattended in the country's remote 
regions. "14 Ancther example was that, during the examination neld in the 
second year of the Taiho reign, the well-known scholar Liu Fen chose to 
express his open opposition to the eunuchs in his response to the policy 
analysis questions. His essay was thcroughly laid out and eloguently 
reasoned, "whose expressions were sensationally coached yet always pertinent, 
and, as a result, the whole scholarly realm became deeply moved.” The three 
proctors, including Feng Su, “were all given to accolades of admiration [upon 
reading it], expressing the opinion that probably even the Han Dynasty's Yao 
(Cho) and Dong (Zhongshu) could hardly be expected to surpass him.” But they 
were afraid of those very eunuchs thus exposed and dared not to enlist him. 
This led to a furious storm in public opinion.15 The fact that such advanced 
licentiates were opposed by the eunuchs and the power-mongering bureaucrats 
themselves testifies to the truth that they were apparently correct. 


The advanced licentiates of the Tang period emerged under no other than 
political conditions of this type. Most of them endeavored to make progress 
in their pursuits and were not at all willing to resign to the fate of the 
unknown by wearing themselves to death under the windows of their study with- 
out getting anywhere. The possible contribution to the governance of the 
state and tranquillity of the people was in turn connected to the position 
and title of a general or a prime minister who would be disposed to reap 
wealth and prestige; earning such recognition and such rewards also often 
became the inevitable result of making such a contribution. Thus, the crav- 
ing for the eventuality of becoming a marquis or a prime minister some day 
was sometimes subject to heartfelt praise as a deserving symbol suggestive 

of a relevant ambition: “The seal of the marquis granted to a general is 
like something bestowed by heaven, and he who serves in the seat of an 
Imperial Counselor is but a king merely with a name different from that of 
the real sovereign."1© Included in such idyllic praise were many instances 
of civilian and martial achievement and of heroic performance and moving 
expression, which could hardly be coached merely from the utilitarian or 
pecuniary point of view or in terms of a vulgar pursuit of position and fame. 
But, naturally, this nonetheless had to do with the utilitarianism of a 
feudal society, and those who pursued it served the interest only of the 
landowning class. What we need, on the other hand, is a utilitarianism of 
the proletariat. in order to carry out socialism and realize our Four 
Modernizations, we must have millions upon millions of people endeavoring 

to give full play to their wisdom and talent, struggling hard, and marching 
toward that great destination in unhesitant strides. But the availability 

of these millions upon millions of people depends precisely on the party's 
and the government's efforts to train, discover and use them. In certain 
aspects, the system by which Emperor Taizong of Tang trained talented persons 
in his day can certainly be of referential value to us today. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SHANDONG MEETING DISCUSSES ROLE AND TRAINING OF TEACHERS 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 29 Nov 79 p | 


[Article by correspondent Xu Guangsheng (1776 1684 3932] and ce’ sorter Wang 
Zhaojie [3679 2507 2638]: “Trust the Teachers To Run the Sc « s Well”) 


{Text] How to recognize fully the status and role of teachers in the Four 
Modernizations and to make a success of teacher training formed the ques- 
tions for discussion at the conference of party committee secretaries from 
l6 institutes of higher education held recently in Shandong Province. 


The conference studied Comrade Ye Jianying's speech on National Day and 
discussed the problem of training teachers. Those who were present at the 
meeting agreed that it was necessary first to solve the question of having 
faith in and relying on the teachers. At present, decause the remnant evil 
influence of the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the “gang of four” is not 
yet eliminated and the party's policy toward the intellectuals has not been 
studied and publicized adequately, some people still consciously or uncon- 
sciously treat the teachers with discrimination Sometimes they even mis- 
take the policy of relying on the inteliecctuals to run the schools as “raising 
their status," with the result that they refuse to trust and support the 
teachers as they should. Therefore, it is necessary to intensify the study 
and publicity of the party's policy toward intellectuals and make everybody 
truly understand that intellectuals are not only the important pillar of 
schools but also an important force, a reinforcement, and a shock contingent 
for building the Four Modernizations. Consequently, we must wholeheartedly 
rely on them to run the schools successfully. If we cannot truly solve this 
problem ideologically and in practical work at the present time, we will be 
making a serious mistake and will receive our retribution in the future. 


Next, we must show them our sincere concern politically, give them support 

in their work, and take good care of them in their living. All those present 
at the meeting believed that there was much to be done in this field. For 
instance, the teachers’ political aspirations do not receive full attention, 
and they get no reply for long periods to their applications for party mem- 
bership. During the discussion, the consensus of opinion was for all con- 
cerned to emancipate their minds, free themse)ves from the rigid rules and 





regulations of the old days, and regrain from putting to the test for too 
lone a time those teachers who wish to advance politically, who give support 
to the party's line and policies, who apply for party membership, and who 
have the necessary qualifications. Some teachers were placed under investi- 
gation during the Cultural Revolution, with the result that their children 
and family members were discriminated against in getting jobs. Such cases 
should be dealt with according to the policies. The nomination of teachers 
for promotion should be based on the policies. In confering academic titles 
of professor, assistant professor, and lecturer on teachers, these cases 
should be considered mainly from the angle of their work; their family back- 
ground, social relations, and personal style of thinking should not be taken 
as the yardstick. In the course of general discussion, all those present at 
the meeting also touched on the fact that the teachers’ health showed a 
general decline due to their heavy work assignments. Therefore, means of 
transportation should be provided, as far as possible, for those professors 
who are old and physically weak when they go out to visit the doctor or to 
take part in social activities. The school health departments should make 
rules and regulations for the accommodation of professors to see doctors and 
receive treatment. Some old teachers have no children to look after them, so 
the schools should contact the departments concerned, look after the teachers, 
and make the necessary arrangements. It is absolutely necessary to give 
positive assistance to some key teachers who are living alone so that their 
wives can join them. Those teachers who have left their families in the 
rural villages must be helped to solve their difficulties step by step. To 
Lighten the burdens of the schools and the teachers, the schools should ask 
the departments of urban construction, commerce, and labor to open stores in 
their neighborhood for the supply of daily necessities so that in schools the 
daily supplies for living will be gradually available, just as they are in 
the city. 


Thirdly, it is necessary to make a success of the work of training teachers. 
At the meeting, proposals were made to bring into play fully the role of 

old teachers, give them assistants as quickly as possible to learn from them, 
and make new teachers learn their experiences and methods of education; to 
help the middle-age teachers further their studies and receive training in 
their spare time; and to help young teachers to undertake full-time study 

for improvement so that within 2 or 3 years they can be fully qualified 

for the work of teaching. All those present at the meeting agreed that they 
must pay great attention to the discovery of talents and the training of 
academic leaders. An academic leader always represents the professional 
level of an academic department or a special line of study. Therefore, in 
the training of teachers, it is necessary to emancipate our minds, pay atten- 
tion to finding talent, lay emphasis on the training of those who are 
selected, and refrain from making equal demands on everybody. 
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on issues relating to how to integrate current instruction and research, 

and strengthening teachers’ qualifications. By the time the discussion 
reached its conclusion, everyone was of the opinion that teachers who are 
studying in addition to performing their jobs, rather than those teachers 
who have taken leave from their jobs in order to study, should be considered 
primary, and that such study, being carried on as part cf the process of 
accomplishing teaching and scientific research tasks, should conform to 

the principle of supplementing deficiencies. It is hoped that teachers 

who take leave from work for study will constitute a minority. Of primary 
importance will be teachers who pian to start new courses and those teachers 
who plan to participate in the qualifying examinations for study in foreign 
countries, as well as students who have graduated in recent years and are 
still in school. Exemption from work for the purpose of studying will 

have to be authorized by the school. It will be necessary to ditferentiate 
among the requests of specialized fields and the requirements of teaching 
plans, placing such demands in the crder of their degree of importance and 
urgency. It is on this basis that the orientation of teachers’ studies and 
a definite time limit for the attainment of primary goals will be determined. 
Leading cadres from the various academic departments and from the Teaching 
and Research Office will manage this job through coordinated effort, and 
proceed in an organized, planned, sequential manner. 





With the intent of bringing these principles to fruitation, the school leader- 
ship adopted the following measures: 


l. The way things are set up in the specialties and in the Teaching and 
Research Office will be further reorganized. The school is setting in 
motion discussions among teachers and cadres in which they will exchange 
views on reform and reorganization in the specialities, such reform and re- 
organization to be done with the precise intent of transforming the school's 
presently existing array of diverse engineering colleges into an integrated 
science and engineering univeristy, with its emphasis to be on engineering. 
The 47 originally existing teaching and reseavch offices will be reorganized 
into 59 such offices, by and large in accordance with the courses offered 

and their established curricula. Once the task is clearly defined, the 
orientation of teachers’ studies will then be clear-cut and specific. 

2. More assurances and a greater degree of guidance will be provided in 
connection with the work load system. The method worked out by the school 
for determining teachers’ work loads will consist of the formualtion of 
detailed regulations aimed at guaranteeing active participation in scientific 
research while assigning the leading role to teaching. This method will 
emphasize a mode which fosters teachers as predominant by putting into practice 
the integration of teaching and scientific research. The existing real needs 
of the broad mass of teachers having been taken into consideration, a plan 

to include 180 study periods for professional learning for each person pet 
year in the cr leulation of work loads will go hand in hand with this approach. 


,. Young teachers will undergo an examination or investigation after the 
conclusion of their study classes, and will receive work assignments made 


on the basis of each individual's: qualifications. The other teachers, those 














in the minority who do not study, will also undergo an examination and 
investigation process as specified by regulations. The results will be 
entered in the teachers’ official personnel records, and will be available 
for general reference. 


4. As a general rule, political imperatives aside, professional standards 
will be of primary importance. The foreign language skill in greatest 

be the ability to read professional books with relative pro- 
ficiency. Not everyone will be required to achieve the "four skills.” 
Concurrent with this emphasis, the school will see to it that teachers 
who achieve high standards in their work, and have a good approach and 


are etfective, are commended and promoted. 
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